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Great t-shirts this year! 

Fall Conference only a month 
away; register today! 
Just a few short weeks before it is time 

for us to get our groove on!  CTAM 

Fall Conference 2011 – The „60s, that 

psychedelic fusion of learning, network-

ing and fun, is almost here.  Once again 

the conference will be taking place at 

the beautiful McGuire‟s Resort in Cadil-

lac, MI on September 23, 24 and 25.  

McGuire‟s Resort has been a wonderful 

host for the last several years and they 

actually seem to enjoy it when the 

crazy theatre people take over. 

This year‟s theme of the Decade of the 

1960s provides not only great back 

drop for fun, but is a decade that sym-

bolized change and rejuvenation.  

Community Theatres around the state 

and country, along with so many of the 

arts, have been going through some 

tough times.   

The theme of rejuvenation will be car-

ried throughout the workshops this year: 

 For the techies, we are going to look at the latest 

gadgets and tools to help you, and also take a 

look at set design and prop creation on a limited 

budget. 

 For the actors and directors, we are going back to 

basics with auditioning advice, as well as a primer 

on how adjudication can benefit both you as an 

individual and your theaters‟ productions. 

 For the administrators and theatre leaders we will 

look at marketing with a focus on using social 

media, tips on finding 

those elusive grants, 

keeping volunteers in 

competitive times, as 

well as advice on what 

makes a healthy and 

strong Board. 

 The Sunday round 

tables will look at the 

Cultural Data Project, 

doing edgy theatre 

and creative fundrais-

ing ideas. 

There will be the con-

ference favorites again 

this year, including 

Friday and Saturday 

night entertainment, 

the Collin‟s Cocoa 

Hour, the door deco-

rating contest, and the 

wonderful poolside party afterglows, all with a 1960s 

flavor.  Get together your favorite 60s‟ style, be it 

„Mad Men‟ or tapping your inner flower child, and 

join us for all the fun!   

The photo above is what the front of the t-shirts this 

year look like. Tie-dyed in two shades of blue, of 

course! 

You can register online anytime at the CTAM web-

site, www.communitytheatre.org.  Room reserva-

tions can be made with McGuire‟s directly by calling 

1-800-632-7302. 
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McGuire‟s Resort, Cadillac 

Annual Fall Conference 

September 30, 2011 Deadline to reserve a spot and make 

deposit for NYC trip 

May 4, 5 and 6, 2012 

Escanaba 

Spring Conference hosted by Players 

de Noc 

July 20-23, 2012 

Higgins Lake 

2012 Summer Master Classes at the 

MacMullen Center 

July  27-30, 2012 

New York City 

CTAM Broadway/NYC trip. (Check 

the website for all the details.) 

CTAM Calendar 
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One print issue to go... 
Callboard to switch to electronic 
distribution at end of year 
Resulting from discussions about the long-range plan, the 

Board has determined that the Callboard will switch to a 

monthly publication as of December 31, 2011, and will be dis-

seminated by e-mail and be posted on the website. It will also 

change to a monthly publication. 

“Publishing more often will allow us to be more timely,” ex-

plained editor Mary Lou Britton, Vice President of CTAM. 

“We know that some of our members don‟t have e-mail yet, 

but most do. Statistics say that 82% have internet access and 

68% regularly use e-mail. So, balancing the cost of printing 

and mailing the newsletter against the number who can re-

ceive it at no cost, the Board feels this is a fiscal decision we 

can‟t ignore.”  

Starting January 1, 2012, the Callboard will be delivered to 

the e-mail address we have on record for Individual Members. 

We will also send it to all groups and hope that someone in 

your group will be assigned to forward it on to everyone in 

your group by e-mail.  

“The new format gives us a lot more latitude with the news 

we circulate to members, too,” Britton continues. “We‟ll have 

an infinite amount of space to run photos from our members‟ 

productions, as well as longer articles with greater detail. It all 

hinges on our receiving information and photos from the 

readers, however. Communication works both ways, so start 

thinking about ways you and your group can participate in 

the NEW Callboard!” 

Executive Secretary Nancy Peska has accepted the challenge of 

keeping the lists current, so please be sure to give her your 

address when you renew your dues. 

mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net
mailto:cfrick9898@charter.net


In this space in the last issue of 

the Callboard, I mentioned that 

I was off to Rochester, New 

York, for the National AACTfest 

and it was great. This year I had 

the opportunity to also take in 

the State and Regional Festivals 

which in my book is like going 

to theatre Heaven.  

We had one of our own Michigan 

groups who had won both State and Regional and 

that made them eligible to compete at Nationals. Mid-

land Center Stage was there with their production of 

Urinetown, The Musical and I am so proud to say they 

came in second in the nation. What a treat it was to 

see the excitement that Director Bill Anderson  and his 

cast and crew had when the winners were announce 

and I felt that excitement right along with them. They 

also took several other awards while they were there.  

I was also very proud that one of Michigan‟s own was 

one of the adjudicators at the National AACTfest. 

Larry Nielsen from Twin City Players (Benton Harbor/

St. Joseph) adjudicated nationally for the first time and 

wowed everyone with his thoughtful, introspective 

and knowledgeable comments. He did us proud! 

Another trip lately but a bit shorter was our August 

board meeting in Rogers City. The meeting was hosted 

by one of our newer groups, Rogers City Civic Thea-

tre, and they showed us a great weekend topped off 

with a lakeside potluck and barbeque dinner. Thanks 

to Donna Klein and Karl Heidemann and the rest of 

the group for planning such a wonderful weekend. 

Don‟t forget that the last weekend in September is just 

around the corner and everyone knows that is the 

weekend for our annual Fall CTAM Conference. From 

everything I have seen, this is going to be a good one 

so I am looking forward to seeing you all there on 

September 23, 24 and 25. 

If you or some of your group members feel the Con-

ference just isn‟t financially possible, don‟t forget the 

new scholarship program available to members of our 

groups.  CTAM can provide assistance with the regis-

tration fee if you and your group can kick-in with the 

room and board portion. Go to the website for more 

details. 

Vincent Weiler 

The Prez Sez... 
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Vincent Weiler 
2010-11 CTAM president 

Plans for the 2012 CTAM Spring Conference on 

the weekend of May 4, 5 and 6 in Escanaba have 

just been announced and you are in for a real 

treat! 

With a theme of “Escanaba in da Spotlight,” 

Players de Noc is planning a Yooper Ball for Fri-

day night, with costumes, dialect contests and a 

round robin script reading of Escanaba in da 

Moonlight! 

Saturday will be workshops all day and an Esca-

naba/Yooper scavenger hunt around town. We 

have all been invited to their closing perform-

ance of Last Mass at St. Casimir‟s, followed by an 

afterglow with the cast and crew. 

Sunday morning brunch will include roundtable 

discussions, prizes and presentations.  

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Best 

Western Pioneer Inn and Suites, 2635 Ludington 

St., Escanaba: 906-786-0602. Rates are $85 per 

night for a King/2 Queens/2 Doubles and include 

a hot breakfast buffet. 

So, clear your calendar for a great weekend in 

Escanaba next spring. You won‟t want to miss it 

because you‟ll be in love with Escanaba!  

Watch for more information in the Callboard 

and on the CTAM website. 

CTAM Spring Conference, May 4-5-6 

Escanaba in da 
Spotlight! 



Bill Anderson, Jr. 
Bill has been an avid theatre volunteer for over 18 years. Since the age of 12, he has 

been involved onstage and backstage productions for the Midland Center for the Arts, 

the Bay City Players, and Teenage Musicals, Inc.  He is experienced in a wide variety of 

theatre aspects, including performance, stage management, lighting design, set design, 

properties design, and directing.  In recent years, he has directed Ragtime, Oklahoma!, 

and The Sugar Bean Sisters.  His most recent directorial effort was Urinetown: The Musi-

cal which took first place at both the state and regional 2011 AACT-Fests, and then went 

on to win 2nd place in the 2011 National AACT-Fest Competition in Rochester, New 

York, this past June 

Bill‟s previous board experience includes a 3-year term on a children‟s theatre board and two terms on the 

board of Teenage Musicals, Inc. for which he is currently the Vice Chair. Bill was born and raised in Midland, 

MI, and resides there with his wife, Emily (the 2011 State AACT-Fest Chair) and his cute little 4-year-old son, 

Liam.  Bill works for Independent Bank, for which he puts his theatrical skills to use as a Sales & Service trainer 

for the entire state. 

Larry Nielsen 
Larry has been involved with Twin City Players, Inc. since 1980. He has worked in al-

most every volunteer position including running the box office (with help of his wife), 

and even trying his hand at lights and sound (which he says he‟s not very good at). He 

has acted in many shows, but in recent years he has spent focused primarily on direct-

ing, having done so for more than 20 productions, including Proof, Over the Tavern, 

Book of Days, A Piece of My Heart, and his own adaptation of A Christmas Carol. 

He has had experience as a board member for the Twin City Players, the Michigan Mu-

nicipal League, the MML Workers Compensation Fund, and the Van Buren County 

United Way.  In addition, he is a member of the Greater Paw Paw Area Rotary, the 

Two Rivers Coalition, the Paw Paw Corkers Vintage Baseball Club Nine, as well as a 

host of other clubs, organizations, and groups over the years. 

He is a well-known and skilled adjudicator and has adjudicated many state and regional community theatre 

events.  He recently was an adjudicator at the 2011 National AACT-Fest in Rochester, New York.  He has, 

over the years, received many awards from a variety of organizations and groups. 

Larry says, “I was once a young Turk, but now I‟m an old dog that likes to see today‟s young Turks succeed.  

I‟m not stuck in my ways, and you‟ll never hear me say „but we‟ve always done it this way!‟” 

David Wahr 
Dave has been active with the Monroe Community Players since 1983 and has served 

in various capacities on its board of directors, including several years as the group‟s 

president.  He has served as an actor, director, producer, stage manager, and/or other 

positions for all but a handful of Monroe Community Players‟ shows since joining the 

group.  He‟s been honored as a two-time recipient of the Vallade Trophy which is an 

annual award to an individual who has contributed above and beyond to community 

theatre in Monroe County, as well as a lifetime membership to the organization.  

Dave has long been associated with CTAM as a board member and past president. He 

is also currently on the board of directors for Off-Beat Productions (a new theatre com-

pany forming in Monroe). He is chairman of his church‟s Staff Pastor Parish Committee, secretary of Blanch-

ard Lodge 102, and treasurer for the River Raisin Chapter #208 Order of the Eastern Star, as well as profes-

sional associations with National Association of College Auxiliary Services (NACAS) Central Region and 

NACAS Board of Directors. Over the years, Dave has won many awards including Monroe Community Play-

ers Best Director (for three years running 2004-07); the Regional Mentor Award from NACAS, the CTAM 

Volunteer Spirit Award (2004), the CTAM McKenna Award (2001), and a special tribute from the governor 

of Michigan for his work with NACAS in 2007. 

Nominees for Election to Board of Directors at Annual Meeting  
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Stay up to dateéôfriendô us on Facebook and 
check the website regularly. 

Education Committee looking for your 
input for future workshops and classes 
The CTAM Education Committee is looking for ideas and 

suggestions for Master Classes that you would like to see 

offered next summer and beyond. Attendance has been 

low for the past several years, so Chair Joanne Berry 

(jmberryjm@aol.com) would like to hear from you on the 

subjects and instructors that would entice you to attend. 

Also, if you would like to present a Master Class on a spe-

cific topic, please send her a proposal and your credentials 

to present. 

The weekend has been booked at the MacMullen Confer-

ence Center in Higgins Lake for July 20, 21 and 22, 2012. 

Calumet Players delighted their audiences with Arsenic and Old Lace 
this spring. Tried and true, but still a very funny show! 

CTAMõS NEW YORK TRIP  
Donõt Pass Up This  
Fantastic Opportunity! 
Don‟t let this chance to travel to New York 

City, the theatre center of the world, pass 

you by.  NEXT July 27-30, you and your 

friends and family have to opportunity to 

travel by air from Detroit to New York City 

with a group of other theatre lovers from all 

over the state – to stay in excellent accom-

modations at a Times Square hotel within 

walking distance of all the great Broadway 

theatres and fantastic restaurants, to have 

great seats at THREE top Broadway shows, 

and to have a 2-day pass to travel on New 

York‟s famous red, double-decker sightseeing 

buses which will take you to all the spots you 

have heard about and wish you could visit. 

You are free to sightsee on your own, or pick 

up another show or two. 

You can‟t do it any less expensively on your 

own. What you will have is all the fun and 

none of the worries about transportation and 

accommodations. What you will have is four 

days and three nights in the greatest city in 

the world and take home memories that will 

last a lifetime! 

Cost for all this per person is: 

 For Single Occupancy = $2,569 

 For Double Occupancy = $2,097 

 For Triple Occupancy = $1.939 

 For Quad Occupancy = $1.860 

Deadline for reserving a spot on this incredi-

ble trip with a $400 deposit is September 30, 

2011.  Individual CTAM members can deduct 

$50 from those prices. 

For your convenience, you can reserve your 

spot online with a credit card on the CTAM 

website (www.communitytheatre.org) or by 

phone (989-463-1252), or  you can mail a 

check or money order to CTAM NYC THEA-

TRE TRIP, 4619 W. Van Buren Road, Alma 

MI, 48801. 

Please contact opamimi4503@att.net or 

peska@cminster.net if you have questions or 

comments about the trip. 

See You On The Great White Way!!!! 

Dues increase to be ratified at 
9/24/11 Annual Meeting 
At the April 2011 meeting of the CTAM Board of Directors, 

the Board voted to raise the annual dues for organizations 

from $115 to $120. This was done as a first step toward real-

izing the financial goals of the new Long Range Plan. Subse-

quent to that decision and after many organizations had 

paid their 2011-2012 dues, it was discovered in a review of 

the by-laws that this decision requires a vote of the delegates 

at the annual meeting. This was an honest mistake made in 

an attempt to strengthen CTAM, therefore we are asking 

that this increase be ratified and made retro-active at the 

annual meeting on Saturday, September 24th in Cadillac. 

mailto:opamimi4503@att.net
mailto:peska@cminster.net


Whoõs doing what around Michigan in September and October! 

* indicates youth productions. Information for these listings is pulled from your membership sheets submitted with your dues 

renewal. If your information is incorrect or missing, please send the correct information to The Editor by October 15, 2011, to be 

corrected or included in the next issue.  This list is also available on the CTAM website. 

Calumet Players King & I Sept 9-17, 2011 

Clio Cast and Crew The Dining Room Sept 9-18, 2011 

Grand Rapids Civic Theatre Twelve Angry Men Sept 9-18, 2011 

Gratiot County Players The Complete Wks of Wm Shakespeare (Abridged) Sept 9-18, 2011 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City The Spitfire Grill Sept 9-Oct 1, 2011 

Ridgedale Players, Troy Love, Sex and the IRS Sept 9-25, 2011 

Master Arts Theatre, Grand Rapids Miracle Worker Sept 15-Oct 8, 2011 

Manistee Civic Players  Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp* Sept 16-18, 2011 

Players Guild of Dearborn On Golden Pond Sept 16-Oct 2, 2011 

Spotlight Players, Plymouth The Music Man Sept 16-25, 2011 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak Meet Me in St. Louis Sept 16-Oct 9, 2011 

The Tin Shop Theatre, Buchanan The Gin Game Sept 16-25, 2011 

Village Players, Birmingham Follies Sept 16-Oct 2, 2011 

Owosso Community Players Back to Broadway-Now is the Best of Times Sept 17-25, 2011 

Grosse Pointe Theatre The Music Man Sept 18-Oct 2, 2011 

Bay City Players The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee Sep 22-Oct 2, 2011 

Peppermint Creek Theatre, Lansing Blackbird Sept 22-Oct 1, 2011 

Farmington Players To Kill a Mockingbird Sept  30-Oct 22, 2011 

Monroe Community Players Is He Dead? Sept 30-Nov 2, 2011 

Pit & Balcony, Saginaw Great American Trailer Park Sept 30-Oct 9, 2011 

Players de Noc, Escanaba Proof Oct 1-15, 2011 

Cadillac Footliters The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee Oct 7-15, 2011 

Central Park Players, Grand Haven Bus Stop Oct 7-15, 2011 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City The Drawer Boy Oct 7-22, 2011 

Our Town Players, South Haven Kitchen Witches Oct 7-15, 2011 

Beckwith Theatre Company, Dowagiac Curious Savage Oct 8-17, 2011 

Manistee Civic Players  Sweeney Todd Oct 14-23, 2011 

St. Dunstan's Guild, Birmingham 39 Steps Oct 14-21, 2011 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak Wit Oct 14-23, 2011 

Tawas Bay Players Escanaba in Love Oct 14-23, 2011 

Wyandotte Community Theatre Neighborhood 3-Requisition of Doom Oct 14-22, 2011 

Alpena Civic Theatre Barnum Oct 19-30, 2011 

Algonac Community Theatre Leading Ladies Oct 20-22, 2011 

Spotlight Players, Plymouth Thoroughly Modern Millie* Oct 20-23, 2011 

Clio Cast and Crew Caught in the Net Oct 21-30, 2011 

Grand Rapids Civic Theatre Night of the Living Dead Oct 21-30, 2011 

Center Stage Theatre, Midland  Annie Oct 22-30, 2011 

All of Us Express Theatre, East Lansing Dracula* Oct 28-Nov 5, 2011 

Hartland Players Drac's Back* Oct 28-30, 2011 

Ridgedale Players, Troy Return Engagements Oct 28-Nov 13, 2011 

Rogers City Community Theatre Arsenic and Old Lace Oct 29-Nov 6, 2011 



1. Emily & Bill Anderson ................ Center Stage Theatre  

2. Kerry Berry ....................................... Bay City Players  

3. Leeds & Margaret Bird....................... Bay City Players  

4. M. William Bradley ......................... Ridgedale Players  

5. Mary Lou Britton ..................... Grosse Pointe Theatre  

6. Jean Carnes ......................... Flint Community Players  

7. Kristen Chesak .................... Kalamazoo Civic Theatre  

8. Vera Cunningham ......... Community Theatre, Howell  

9. Kelly Curtis ............................... Old Town Playhouse  

10. Debra Lee Debois ...................... Tawas Bay, Shoreline  

11. Therese & Richard Fifelski ........... Center Stage Jackson  

12. Christy Frick ............................Gratiot County Players  

13. Bonnie Grooters ................................. (no affiliation) 

14. Bill Haycook ................................. The Village Players  

15. Patrick & Cindy Hubbard ................ Clio Cast & Crew  

16. Susan Meade..................................... Bay City Players  

17. Preston Misner ................................. Kalamazoo Civic   

18. Melanie Moses ............................... Livingston Players  

19. Art & Linda Nemitz .......................... Kalamazoo Civic   

20. Larry Nielsen .................................. Twin City Players  

21. Mary Olendorf ..................   Ichabod‟s in the Hollow  

22. Jill Patchin ................................... Grand Rapids Civic   

23. Leo & Pat Paveglio ......................... Cadillac Footliters  

24. Renee Pelon .................................. Northland Players  

25. Michele Peters................................ Northland Players  

26. Michael Schacherbauer  ......... Ann Arbor, Farmington  

27. Marlene Sewick.................... Clarkston Village Players  

28. Bobby Silberberg ........... Rosedale Community Players  

29. Carole M. Stow ................................ Bay City Players  

30. Judi Swartz .............................Gratiot County Players  

31. Carl Tenuta ................................... Pontiac Theatre IV  

32. Mike & Cindy Turgeon............ Wyandotte, Southgate 

33. Esther VanArk .......................... Holland Civic Theatre  

34. Tara Western ................................ Tawas Bay Players  

35. Betsy Willis ............................... Old Town Playhouse  

 

Membership News 
By Betsy Willis 

Schultheiss Scholarship 
funds still available 
The Scholarship Committee awarded one scholar-

ship for the Master Class that was held in July this 

year.  As of the writing of this article, we have 

received two applications for the Fall Conference. 

A postcard went out informing both Groups and 

Individual Members that scholarship money is still 

available for the Fall Conference and that the 

deadline for the applications is August 25.  We 

will still consider applications received after that 

date, if we still have money available to award.  

Remember that you are responsible to call 

McGuire‟s directly for your room reservations. 

The scholarship covers the cost of registration 

with the applicant being responsible for their 

room costs. The conference registration includes 

Saturday lunch, Saturday night banquet, and Sun-

day brunch. Saturday morning breakfast is in-

cluded in your room registration. 

Member groups are also part of this three-way 

equation and should consider supporting their 

members as they seek additional knowledge and 

education. 

Appli cat ions are s t i l l  avai lab le at 

www.communitytheatre.org; by contacting us at 

info@communitytheatre.org; or by contacting 

Chair Christy Frick at cfrick9898@charter.net. 

Life  Members 

1. Barbara Beckers ............................. Northland Players 

2. Joanne Berry .................................... Bay City Players 

3. Richard Brown ................................ Spotlight Players 

4. Frederick Button 

5. James Carver 

6. Mary Jo DeNolf .............. Grand Rapids Civic Theatre 

7. Barbara Elliott.......................... Grosse Pointe Theatre 

8. Dr. Shirley Harbin .................................. Theatre USA 

9. Terry Jolink ............................. Holland Civic Theatre 

10. Chancey Miller ........................ Grosse Pointe Theatre 

11. Eugene H. Miller.................. Flint Community Players 

12. Art Nemitz ...................................... Kalamazoo Civic  

13. Dr. David Oosting 

14. Nancy Peska ........................... Gratiot County Players 

15. Joe Rich 

16. Jeff Springgay ................................. Clio Cast & Crew 

17. David Wahr ................... Monroe Community Players 

18. Susanne Wesley 

Thank you to all of our individual and family 

members whose names appear below. We can‟t 

continue to bring programming, networking, and 

opportunities to learn more about our passion for 

theatre  without your continued support. To join 

this illustrious list, go to the CTAM website and 

click on Individual under JOIN CTAM TODAY! 

http://www.communitytheatre.org
mailto:info@communitytheatre.org
mailto:cfrick9898@charter.net


 Let the flower child in you rule at the CTAM 

2011 Fall Conference 2011 Fall Conference 2011 Fall Conference    
September 23, 24 and 25  

Fd@sjoe p Kepaor jl <ycjZZyd 

Parties. Workshops. Friends. Fall color and 
weather. Great Food. Parties. Nice People. Ter-
rific location. Marvelous workshops. Parties.  

 

Br p qajlq ra be y daaZ& myl& daaZ ueenelc ah 
learning and fun, so find your gnarly jeans, 

your love beads and let your hair 
down...literally!  

More details and registration form at 
www.communitytheatre.org. 

Zombie Prom big hit for Twin City Junior Players! 

The Twin City Players (Benton Harbor/St. Joseph) presented Zombie Prom in 

July. The show is an off-Broadway rock and roll musical set in the 1950s. A hilari-

ous selection of original songs keeps the action rocking as the plot builds to a cli-

max at the senior prom. Crazy uplifting fun, a campy, over-the-top. sci-fi comic 
book come to life! Available through Samuel French, Inc. 


