
Need more info? Please contact Emily at ander-

sone@mcfta.org or 989.631.5930 x 1270.  

Registration deadline for groups entering a produc-

tion in the festival is December 1, 2010. Look for 

your registration form in the mail by November 1 

or download the .pdf form on the CTAM website 

at www.communitytheatre.org . .  

Individual registrations will be available beginning 

December 1, 2010. Please check the Midland Cen-

ter for the Arts (www.Mcfta.org ) and CTAM web-

sites for more information as it becomes available. 

An individual registration packet will also be sent 

to all member theatres and individual members.  

There is no better theatre education opportunity 

than attending all three levels (state, regional and 

national) of this performance competition. Seeing 

the best of the best will make a remarkable impres-

sion on you for years to come. 

Midland Center for the Arts is thrilled to be 

hosting the state-level 2011 AACTfest at the 

place they call òhomeó and they have a lot to 

offer! Their Little Theatre is a 395-seat house, with 

large backstage and dressing room areas, a new 

ETC lighting system, and a full-range stereo sound 

system.  

As the name suggests, Midland is located in the 

middle of òThe Mitten.ó Midland is large 

enough to offer many hotel and restaurant op-

tions and small enough to keep traffic hassles 

to a minimum. They are located just off US 10, 

about 20 miles West of Saginaw and East of 

Mount Pleasant, making it easy for any theatre 

in the state to travel to the festival!  

òOur wonderful staff and volunteers at the Mid-

land Center for the Arts promise to offer plenty of 

learning, networking, and socializing opportunities 

all weekend 

long. In addi-

tion to per-

formance ses-

sions, Center 

Stage Theatre 

plans to offer 

adjudicator-led 

workshops, si-

lent auctions, 

and best of all, 

terrific cast par-

ties,ó according 

to Emily Ander-

son who is lead-

ing the planning 

effort.   
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Start planning now for AACTfest  in Midland, 
February 4-5-6, 2011 

A futuristic view of the Midland Center for 
the Arts gives you an idea  of the wonderful  
performance venue! 

An intimate house of 395 seats await the performers at  the 2011 AACTfest. 
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Editor ........................................................... Mary Lou Britton 
Assistant Editor  ..........................................Georgina Spelvin 
 
This is the official newsletter of the Community Theatre Asso-
ciation of Michigan, issued and mailed six times a year to all 
group and individual members of record. An occasional e-mail 
information Update is sent to all members with e-mail addresses 
on record. Correspondence to the Callboard should be sent to 
the Editor at  mellbee@earthlink.net.  

¶ Productions and dates should be sent to the  Editor. 

¶ Short informational articles are accepted and will be used 

on a space-available basis. 

¶ Show photos should be carefully selected and sent to the 

Editor, along with identifying caption.  

Updated e-mail and postal addresses are maintained by the 
Executive Secretary and should be sent to peska@cmsinter.net. 

2010-11 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President  -  Vincent Weiler 

Tawas Bay Players 

vweiler@ioscoresa.net  

Vice President - Mary Lou Britton  

Grosse Pointe Theatre 

mellbee@earthlink.net 

Secretary  - Kelly Curtis 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City 

kellycurtis@chartermi.net 

Treasurer  -  Christy Frick 

Gratiot County Players 

cfrick9898@charter.net 

 

At-Large Members of the Board 

Joanne Berry .................  jmberryjm@aol.com 

Bay City Players 

Miranda Hartmann  witchwaywho@aol.com   

All-of-Us Express Childrenõs Theatre, East Lansing 

Art Nemitz  .................  opamimi4503@att.net  

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 

 David Wahr .......................   dwahr@cass.net 

Monroe Community Players  

 Betsy Willis ....... ryonwillis915@hotmail.com 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City 

Executive Secretary 

 Nancy Peska  .................  peska@cmsinter.net 

Gratiot County Players 

Affiliated with American Association of Community Theatres 

Affiliated with Michigan Theatre Alliance  

November 12, 13 and 14,  2010 CTAM Board Retreat for Long Range 

Planning and Board Meeting. 

McGuireôs Resort, Cadillac 

December 1, 2010 Deadline for group entries into 

AACTfest 2010 in Midland 

February 4, 5 and 6, 2011 AACTfest  2011, hosted by Center 

Stage at the Midland Center for the 

Arts. 

April 29 -May 1, 2011 Region III AACTfest in Columbus, 

Ohio 

June 22-26, 2011 National AACTfest in Rochester, New 

York 

July 22, 23 and 24, 2011 Master Class weekend at Higgins 

Lake, topics to be determined 

CTAM Calendar  
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Kristin Tyrrell receives 2010 
McKenna Award 

Kristin Tyrrell, a longtime volunteer 

at the Kalamazoo Civic Theatre, has 

been named the 2010 recipient of 

the Robert A. McKenna Award.  

Outgoing CTAM President Art Ne-

mitz presented the award to Ms. 

Tyrrell prior to her home theatreõs 

matinee performance of Godspell on 

Sunday, October 10. 

As librarian for the CTAM library, 

which is housed in the Civicõs Carver 

Center, Kristin has spent countless 

hours organizing and maintaining thousands of scripts. She 

also serves as the CTAM Historian, sorting through and man-

aging historical documents and materials. Kristinõs attention to 

detail has helped to make to it possible for CTAM group 

members and play selection committees to take advantage of 

these valuable resources.   

Kristin began her association with the Kalamazoo Civic Thea-

tre almost 45 years ago.  During that time she has acted in 

dozens of shows, directed several more and worked behind 

the scenes in virtually every capacity.  Kristin has served on 

the Civicõs Board of Directors and was instrumental in the 

creation of their Senior Class Readerõs Theatre Program.   

The McKenna Award was established in 1987 to honor the 

memory of Robert A. McKenna, a man who epitomized the 

spirit of community theatre.  It is presented each year to 

someone who exhibits that spirit at both the state and local 

levels.   

mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net
mailto:cfrick9898@charter.net


Greetings, everyone, and I 

want to start off by saying 

that it is a great honor and 

privilege to have been 

elected to serve as President 

of such a great organization. 

I hope that I can fill the 

shoes of our last President, Art Nemitz. I want to 

thank Art for the wonderful leadership he has given 

us in the past years. The good news is that Art is still 

serving on the Board and will be giving us his wis-

dom and expertise as he has in the past.  

I think the most important issue facing our member 

groups is the continuing education of the volunteers 

in our member groups. We need to help our mem-

bers  broaden their knowledge in theatre, resulting in 

better shows and, in turn, filling more seats. Toward 

that end, I would like our member groups to de-

velop or strengthen their Education Fund to help 

their members gain more knowledge of the craft. 

As you know, CTAM offers excellent training oppor-

tunities in our Master Classes, regional workshops, 

and the many workshops offered at our Spring and 

Fall Conferences. You will be hearing more about the 

recent change in our scholarship program and how it 

can benefit your members.  

Then, with your Education Fund in place, and the 

CTAM Scholarship Funds now available to members, 

individuals can apply for a matching scholarship to 

the CTAM Master Classes and workshops. Stay tuned 

for additional details on how this new program will 

work to everyoneõs benefit. 

During my term as president of CTAM I want you to 

know that I am always available to you. Please feel 

free to contact me at any time if there is anything I 

or the Board can do for you or your group. My 

email is vweiler@ioscoresa.net and I will answer all 

emails. I also am looking forward to getting out and 

visiting groups which I truly love to do. If your group 

would like to host one of our upcoming board meet-

ings next year, please contact me. We only need a 

meeting room and the opportunity to see your cur-

rent production.  

May this be a wonderful season for you and your 

group. 
    Vince Weiler 

The Prez Sez... CTAM Playwriting Contest Winners 
Announced  
At the CTAM Fall Conference the winners of the 

2010 Playwriting Contest were announced and 

winning the first place with a $500 check was 

Wendy Hedstrom (pictured) with her play Down-

ward Dog. Wendyõs sponsor group is Clarkston 

Village Players. Coming in second was Michelle 

Taylor with her play 223 Brush Street, sponsored 

by St. Dunstanõs Thea-

tre Guild. Also submit-

ting plays this year 

were Timothy Skinner 

from Buchanan Fine 

Arts Council, Pearl Ah-

nen and Linda LaRoc-

que from Ichabodõs 

Little Theatre in the 

Hollow and Allan 

Dreyfuss from Ann 

Arbor Civic Theatre. 

The deadline for sub-

mitting plays for the 

CTAM 2011 Playwriting Contest is May 15th so 

now is the time to think about submitting a play 

next spring. Information about the contest can be 

found at www.communitytheatre.org . 

Recommended Reading :  

The Art of the Turnaround �²  Creating 
and Maintaining Healthy Arts Organi-
zations  
Many arts organizations today find themselves in fi-

nancial difficulties because of economic constraints 

inherent in the industry. Hamlet requires the same 

number of performers today as it did in Shake-

speareõs time! 

This book, authored by Michael M. Kaiser, President 

of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 

Arts, is published by Brandeis University Press. Kaiser 

is known around the world for turning around, 

among others, the Kansas City Ballet, the Alvin Ailey 

American Dance Theatre, American Ballet Theatre 

and Londonõs Royal  Opera House. He is generous 

with his case studies as he leads readers to make 

changes to keep pace in todayõs world. 

This is a good read for any group wanting to succeed 

and prosper. 
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