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Michigan takes the title at Regionals; 
Urinetown goes on to Nationals! 

Amid a wonderful weekend of theatre at the Region III 

AACTfest (April 31-May 1), Michigan was very well repre-

sented by Urinetown, presented by Center Stage at the Mid-

land Center for the Arts, and Doubt: A Parable, presented 

by Old Town Playhouse in Traverse City. Two widely differ-

ent shows represented the vast talent of Michiganders. We 

can be very proud of our efforts!  

In the end, Urinetown was selected as the winner of the re-

gional competition and will compete in Rochester, NY at 

the nationals, June 22 to 26. Congratulations to the cast and 

crew from Midland and Good Luck in Rochester! 

Other shows presented during the weekend were:  

The Story of My Life—Actors Guild of Parkersburg, VA/OH 

The Pillowman—Chicago Street Theatre, Valparaiso, IN 

Almost, Maine—Kettle Moraine Players, Campbellsport, WI 

Anne of Green Gables—Premier Arts, Elkhart, IN 

Almost, Maine—La Crosse Community Theatre, WI 

Donkey Baseball—MTV Arts, Mt. Vernon, OH 

Top, the whole cast and crew from Center Stage-Midland 
celebrate their Urinetown win, going on to Nationals in 

June. 

Above, the cast and crew of Doubt: A Parable from Trav-

erse City’s Old Town Playhouse. 
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details. 
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CTAM Calendar 
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September 23, 24 and 25, 2011 

Celebrate the ’60s at the CTAM Fall 
Conference at McGuire’s in Cadillac 
I‟m not sure what I enjoy more about CTAM Fall Conference, 

the fun I have and things I learn from other fellow Commu-

nity Theatre lovers from around the State or the amazing 

things I learn from the workshops. I also never leave a confer-

ence without feeling I have learned something new or been 

reminded of something I‟d forgotten that will benefit me in 

my future work with my theatre.   

This year‟s theme of „The 1960s‟ provides not only a great 

backdrop for fun, but is a decade that symbolized change and 

rejuvenation.  The theme of rejuvenation will be carried 

throughout the workshops this year;  For the techies, we are 

going to look at the latest gadgets and tools to help you, and 

also take a look at set design and prop creation on a limited 

budget;  For the actors, we are going back to basics with audi-

tioning advice, as well as a primer on how adjudication can 

benefit both you as an individual and your theaters‟ produc-

tions;  For the administrators we will look at marketing with a 

focus on using social media, tips on finding those elusive 

grants, keeping volunteers in competitive times, as well as ad-

vice on what makes a healthy and strong 

Board; the Sunday round tables will look at 

the Cultural Data Project, doing edgy thea-

tre and creative fundraising ideas. 

While the workshops will feed our minds 

and creativity, we don‟t want to draw too 

much focus away from the fun we are go-

ing to have with our flashback to the 60s 

Saturday night party! Look for brochures and registration in-

formation in the mail in the near future! 

For questions or comments, contact Chair Kelly Curtis at kelly-

curtis@chartermi.net. 

mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net
mailto:cfrick9898@charter.net


Greetings Everyone. You may re-

member some time ago I was 

mentioning that CTAM is now 

offering scholarships for Master 

Classes and Conferences, see page 

5. Because of this I would like to 

suggest that each community theatre group have 

their own scholarship program to match the part 

coming from CTAM. This would allow more people 

to attend classes and conferences that may not be 

able to because of the cost.  

If you do not already have a fund of this type, I am 

proposing to each group that you create one and 

find a way to add regularly to this fund. You may 

take a seat in your theatre and every time that seat is 

used you put that money in your scholarship fund. 

Another thought is to take some of the refreshment 

money and add that to the fund. There are several 

ways to build a fund like this without hurting your 

profit from shows. My own home group Tawas Bay 

Players just voted to put the money from the refresh-

ments into an education fund to be able to send peo-

ple to CTAM learning events. 

I firmly believe that the people who volunteer their 

efforts to our groups should have training and further 

education in theatre and thus your groups will be 

able to improve the quality of shows you produce. 

The winner of this effort is not only the person at-

tending the workshop or conference but your theatre 

group and the audiences that attend your produc-

tions. This is a way to grow theatre knowledge 

within your group. 

If your group has a type of scholarship program for 

your members or are going to start one I would like 

to know about it. Please email me to 

vweiler@ioscoresa.net and let me know. 

Vince Weiler 

The Prez Sez... 

Deadline for Board 
nominations is July 1 
Even though the Fall Convention is still about five 

months away, it‟s not too soon to start thinking 

about how you can contribute to CTAM in the fu-

ture.  Of course, there‟s always room to serve on a 

committee (refer to your CTAM Directory or go to 

the website www.communitytheatre.org for a com-

plete list) but perhaps it‟s time for you to run for a 

position on the Board of Directors. 

The CTAM Board is composed of nine volunteers 

elected from member groups throughout the state.  

Each member of the Board serves a three-year term 

(unless elected to fill an unexpired term) and it‟s 

from this group that the officers of the association are 

selected by ballot of the board members annually. 

Potential members of the Board should be prepared 

to participate in all board meetings of which there 

are at least six each year and most do involve over 

night travel.  Historically, several of these meetings 

are held in member theatre‟s communities on a 

weekend.  Saturdays are usually reserved for commit-

tee meetings and an evening of entertainment, such 

as seeing the current show of the host group, with 

the actual board meeting being held on Sunday 

morning. Board members pay their own way for this 

travel and weekend accommodations. 

Interested in running but you have some questions or 

would you like to nominate someone else who 

would be great on the board? Contact Art Nemitz, 

the chair of the Nominations Committee at opa-

mimi4503@att.net 

Isn‟t it time for you to step up to the challenge and 

support CTAM? 

Award nominations due July 1 

As your season starts to draw to a close, why not 

honor your members who have volunteered over 

and over by nominating them for one of the awards 

presented by CTAM.  We offer the Dorothy Arnett 

Volunteer Service Award (presented to your nomi-

nees in your local setting at a convenient meeting or 

other gathering) and the Robert A. McKenna Award 

(presented at the Fall Conference.) 

Read over the criteria on the CTAM website and if 

you have a volunteer that fits, nominate him or her 

now. If you have any questions, contact Chair Art 

Nemitz at opamimi4503@att.net. 
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CTAM Playwriting Contest  
Deadline May 15 
The deadline for the 2011 CTAM Playwriting 

Contest is May 15th and information about 

the contest can be found on the CTAM web-

site. Contact Contest Chair Vince Weiler if you 

are interested or if you have any questions 

about the contest at vweiler@ioscoresa.net. 

mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net
http://www.communitytheatre.org
mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net


4 

This summer CTAM will again bring you two out-

standing Master Classes. The classes will be held the 

weekend of July 22-24, 2011 at the Ralph A. 

MacMullen Conference Center at Higgins Lake.  The 

cost of lodging and meals for the weekend is $179 

for one person sharing a double room and $195 for a 

single.  The fee for the class is $60 ($50 for individual 

CTAM members).  Both of these fees should be paid 

at the same time to CTAM.  (NOTE: See article next 

page of available scholarships for Master Classes!) 

See our CTAM website for the registration form. You 

may pay online with a credit card or download the 

form and send it with a check to Executive Secretary 

Nancy Peska.  Registration deadline is July 8, 2011. 

Be sure to bring a flashlight with you to scare off the 

trolls and goblins who live in the forest on the way 

home each evening from the beach fire! 

Costuming with What You’ve Got 
Jim Rancilio will bring an expanded version of the 

well-received costume workshops he conducted at 

the 2010 CTAM Fall Conference.  Topics to be cov-

ered include working with color and fabric, and de-

signing costumes for the cast and resources you have 

(budget, costumes in stock, and body types of ac-

tors). Some hands-on and fun activities are  planned. 

Jim comes well prepared and ready to work with 

you on your particular, specific problems.  

Jim has served as costumer for Flint Community Play-

ers for many years and is considered one of Michi-

gan's outstanding community theatre costumers. 

July 22-24; Register now...don’t miss this opportunity 

Master Classes on Directing and Costuming  
offered this summer at Higgins Lake! 

Breakthrough Directing Techniques: 
Practical methods for bringing a good 
production to the next level 

The Master Class on Directing will be led by the dy-

namic husband-and-wife duo, Kathy Pingel and Ron 

Ziegler, of Des Moines, Iowa. 

Kathy and Ron are not strangers to CTAM.  Kathy 

was an adjudicator at our State AACTFest in Febru-

ary in Midland, while her husband Ron conducted 

the adjudication training course.  Ron also attended 

our 2009 Fall Conference in his capacity as AACT‟s 

Field Services Director. 

Kathy is the Director of Education and Youth Pro-

gramming at the Des Moines Playhouse and is the 

Artistic Director of the Kate Goldman Children‟s 

Theatre. She received her BA in theatre at Eastern 

Michigan University and her MA from Northwestern 

University. 

Before joining the staff of AACT, Ron was Associate 

Director of the Des Moines Playhouse.  He received 

his BA in theatre from Northern State University and 

his MA from University of South Dakota. 

This class in not intended for wanna-be directors. 

Whether you have directed one show or scores of 

them, you will leave this class with an arsenal of di-

recting ideas and a bucket-load of confidence. 

Get all the latest news!  “Like” us on Face-

book at Community Theatre Association  
of Michigan —CTAM.  
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Scholarships announced 
for Master Classes and 
Fall Conference 
At the 2010 Fall Conference it was voted that we 

would try a new direction for the Joyce A. Schulthe-

iss Memorial Scholarship Fund.  We are taking the 

money raised for the scholarship program and 

awarding it to individual theatre group members to 

assist in attending either Master Classes or the Fall 

Conference each year.   

According to Scholarship Committee chair Christy 

Frick, “By no means have we given up on the pro-

gram to assist high school seniors and returning col-

lege students who are majoring or minoring in thea-

tre.  We have just placed this on the back burner for 

the time being so we can focus our attention on 

building CTAM members and, in turn, improving the 

quality of community theatre in Michigan.”   

Anyone who is an active member of a local theatre 

group that has paid their dues to CTAM will be able 

to apply for a scholarship.  The amount awarded will 

depend on several things:  

 The amount raised each year through donations 

and from our raffle at the Fall Conference, and 

 The number of people applying. 

So the money raised at the 2010 Fall Conference will 

be available for scholarships for the Master Classes in 

July 2011 and for the 2011 Fall Conference.  No more 

than two individuals per theatre group will be eligi-

ble for scholarships per year, but there is no limit on 

the number per group that can apply. Scholarship 

requests may include registration and housing, but 

probably not travel expenses. 

We are expecting the applicant to pay part of the 

expenses, along with some support from the home 

theatre group.  This is not mandatory, but we would 

like to see local theatre groups start their own schol-

arship program if they do not have a program al-

ready established. (Please see the President‟s com-

ments on page 3!) 

Applications for scholarship assistance can be found 

on the website at www.communitytheatre.org or by 

contacting Executive Secretary Nancy Peska. 

As a general rule, the deadline for scholarship appli-

cation is ten days prior to the event. 

Resource Directory available 
but not used! 
In the last issue of the Callboard, we announced that 

the Resource Directory was now available on the 

website (www.communitytheatre.org) and that news 

has been met with a groundswell of apathy.  

No one has contacted us to find items and no groups 

have offered any of their saved treasures in rental to 

other groups.  

So, unless there is a marked increase in use of the di-

rectory, we‟ll scuttle that service and direct our ener-

gies where they will be more valuable. Check it out 

and see if it could be of use to you and your group. 

Pit & Balcony (Saginaw) offered Sex Please, Weôre 60 this March. 
Seems like a good choice if you have a plethora of experienced actors! 

Ann Arbor Civic brightened their spring offerings with Hay Fever by 
Noel Coward.  It concerns a weekend in the country  with typical ‘20s 
characters and Coward’s situations and sly wit. 



Who’s doing what around Michigan in May and June! 
Bay City Players Guys and Dolls Apr 28-May 8, 2011 

Muskegon Civic Theatre Joseph/Technicolor Dreamcoat Apr 28-May 1, 2011 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre You Can't Take It With You Apr 29-May 1, 2011 

Pontiac Theatre IV The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe Apr 29-May 6, 2011 

Port Austin Community Players Barefoot in the Park April 29-May 8, 2011 

Rosedale Community Players The Dixie Swim Club Apr 29-May 21, 2011 

Shoreline Players, Oscoda Catfish Moon Apr 29-May 8, 2011 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak Grey Gardens Apr 29-May 14, 2011 

Information for these listings is pulled from your membership sheets submitted with your dues renewal. If your information is incorrect 

or missing, please send the correct information to The Editor by June 15, 2011, to be corrected or included in the next issue.  This list is 

also available on the CTAM website. 

Flint Communitiy Players Jesus Christ Superstar May 5-15, 2011 

Hartland Players Escanaba in da Moonlight May 6-8, 2011 

Stage Door Players, Fremont Hallelujah Girls     May 6-7, 2011 

Rogers City Community Theatre Red, White and Tuna May 6-15, 2011 

Clio Cast and Crew Honk - The Musical May 6-22, 2011 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre The Drowsy Chaperone May 6-22, 2011 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City The Cemetery Club May 6-21, 2011 

Owosso Community Players Bull in a China Shop May 6-15, 2011 

Players Guild of Dearborn The Drowsy Chaperone May 6-29, 2011 

Ridgedale Players, Troy Expecting Isabel May 6-22, 2011 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre Hay Fever May 5-8, 2011 

Grosse Pointe Theatre The Scarlet Pimpernel May 8-22,  2011 

Alpena Civic Theatre The Little Foxes May 12-22, 2011 

Clarkston Village Players Incorruptible May 12-21, 2011 

Community Theatre of Howell The Wedding Singer May 13-22, 2011 

Flat River Community Players Midsummer Night's Dream May 13-21, 2011 

Gratiot County Players The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee May 13-22, 2011 

Port Huron Civic Theatre The Producers May 13-15, 2011 

Tawas Bay Players Into the Woods May 13-22, 2011 

Village Players, Birmingham Dirty Rotten Scoundrels May 13-29, 2011 

Wyandotte Community Theatre The Odd Couple (Female version) May 13-21, 2011 

Our Town Players, South Haven Short 'n Sweets May 14-22, 2011 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre The Hundred Dresses May 20-28, 2011 

Monroe Community Players The Wizard of Oz May 20-22, 2011 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak Hairspray May 20-June 12, 2011 

Lapeer Community Theatre Almost, Maine June 3-11, 2011 

Twin City Players, St. Joseph Chicago June 3-July 3, 2011 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre Miss Saigon June 9-12, 2011 

Community Theatre of Howell 13 June 10-12, 2011 

Grand Rapids Civic Theatre Hairspray Jun 10-26, 2011 

Center Stage Theatre, Midland  Twelve Dancing Princesses June 16-19, 2011 

Northland Players, Cheboygan Spy-O-Gram (Summer youth theatre) June 17-19, 2011 

Owosso Community Players The Odd Couple June 18-26, 2011 

Manistee Civic Players South Pacific June 24-July 3, 2011 



 

Membership News 
By Betsy Willis 

CTAM is pleased to announce new 

individual and group member-

ships. Since September 2010 we 

have added 13 new individual 

members. Some joined at the fall 

conference, some were added as 

part of our“Each One Reach One” 

campaign, and others became 

members after enjoying the spring AACTFest at 

Midland. 

Taking advantage of the benefits of individual 

membership are Michael Cuba of Livonia 

(Spotlight), June Hudgins and Tara Western of the 

Tawas Bay Players, Kellie LaJiness of Newport, Clif 

Levin of Detroit (Grosse Pointe Theatre), Cynthia 

Lewandowski (Spotlight) and Christopher 

Tremblay of Canton, Eileen Marshall of Pontiac 

(Heart of the Hills), Renee Pelon, Michele Peters 

and Joni Reed of the Northland Players in Cheboy-

gan; Judi Swartz of Gratiot County Players; and 

Jenifer Thomas of the Hartland Players. These 

lucky (and wise) people are now receiving their 

own personal newsletter, getting discounts on 

CTAM events, and keeping in touch with all that is 

going on with their state community theatre or-

ganization. 

While not technically new group memberships, we 

have received renewals from St. Dunstan‟s Theatre 

Guild In Birmingham and Stage Door Players in 

Fremont. Both organizations have been members 

in the past, and we are glad to have them back. 

If you are interested in becoming an individual or 

family member of CTAM, give me a call or go 

online to communitytheatre.org  You will find that 

we are not only a fun organization but that we 

offer amazing educational opportunities for those 

seeking onstage, technical, or Board development. 

The next time you can use your membership bene-

fit is at the summer Master Classes in costuming 

and directing. Join us, you won‟t be sorry. 

And if you are already an individual member, I 

encourage you to be a part of Each One Reach 

One campaign. Pass this newsletter (or forward the 

electronic version) on to others who may be inter-

ested and encourage them to join. 

Hosts wanted for  
upcoming events 
CTAM is looking for groups to host some upcom-

ing events over the next four years.  

 Spring Conference 2012 (April or May) 

 State AACTfest 2013 (Mid-February to early 

March) 

 Spring Conference 2014 (March or April) 

 State AACTfest 2015 (Mid-February to early 

March) 

 Regional AACTfest 2015 (April) 

The CTAM Spring Conferences are generally 

scheduled when you have a show up and that 

becomes the Saturday evening entertainment; the 

AACTfest activities would have to be scheduled 

when you do not have a show running so that 

the stage is available for the competition…as well 

as your volunteers being available!  

These Conferences and Festivals are great events 

for the host group as it shows your group off to 

others from around the state and always proves 

to be a unifying factor for groups. Astute budget-

ing should make each a break-even event and not 

cost your group anything.  

If you are interested or want additional informa-

tion, please contact VP, Festivals and Conferences 

Mary Lou Britton at mellbee@earthlink.net. 

Escanaba’s Players de Noc thrilled their audiences with The Drowsy 
Chaperone late February/early March this year. This scene is one of 

the most memorable (and creative!) 
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 Plan on the CTAM 

2011 Fall Conference  
September 23, 24 and 25  

J`Drfob¥p Obploq fk @^afii^` 

Parties. Workshops. Friends. Fall color 

and weather. Great Food. Nice People. 

Qboofcf` il`^qflk+ Fq¥p dlfkd ql _b ^ `lli) j^k) `lli tbbhbka 

of learning and fun, so mark your calendar for a    

GREAT WEEKEND.  

On the Road to Rochester: 
Break a Leg, Midland! 
Actors are well known for believing in supersti-

tions. It is supposedly bad luck to whistle in the 

theatre, to say the final line of a play during dress 

rehearsal, or to say the name of the “Scottish 

play” in a theatre‟s green room.  

The term, „break a leg‟ most commonly comes 

from the belief that you should not say „good 

luck‟ to an actor. By wishing someone bad luck, it 

is hoped that the opposite will occur! 

Here is some other thinking about how „break a 

leg‟ came about:  

 Go on stage and have your „big break.‟  

 Impress the audience so much that you will 

need to bend down to pick up the coins they 

throw onto the stage.  

 Put on a performance good enough that you 

will have to bend your knee in a bow or curtsey to acknowledge the applause.  

 Evoke the powers of the celebrated actress Sarah Bernhardt, who only had one leg. 

Whatever the origin, all your friends and peers in CTAM hope you ‟break a leg.‟ We are so proud that you are 

representing us! 

Above, celebrating just after being announced as the Regional winners from 
Midland Center Stage are, left, David Clayton (who plays the nasty Caldwell 
B. Cladwell in Urinetown) and, right, director Bill Anderson, Jr. They are 

taking a huge troupe to Rochester, NY to compete in Nationals in June.  


