
Michigan will be well represented at the AACT Re-

gion III AACTfest, April 29 through May 1. Two dy-

namic productions were selected to continue on in 

the competition: Urinetown (Midland Center for the 

Arts)and Doubt (Traverse City Old Town Playhouse). 

In case one of these shows cannot compete, the alter-

nate production is The Pillowman (Escanaba Players 

de Noc.) 

Also performing at Michigan‘s AACTfest in Midland 

were the following:  

Boy Meets Girl: A Young Love Story —  

 Farmington Players 

Ain‘t Tina Turner Classical Music —  

 Holland Civic Theatre 

Short Stuff: Four Original One Acts —  

 Ichabod‘s Little Theatre in the Hollow 

The Crucible —  

 Monroe Community Players 

It was an exciting weekend of theatre with all seven 

productions bringing interesting and entertaining per-

formances to the competition.  

Many thanks go to Center Stage of the Midland Cen-

ter for the Performing Arts for hosting the Festival. 

Their many volunteers were abundant and always 

helpful with getting people to the right place at the 

right time. The backstage component that we seldom 

see at a festival should be especially proud of the job 

they did to make the Festival so successful. It‘s no 

easy job to coordinate the competing groups, giving 

each their allotted rehearsal time. Way to go, guys! 

Our two shows will be competing in Region III 

AACTfest in Columbus, OH, April 29—May 1. If you 

want to follow them along the trail, see page 3, and 

go to www.ohiocommunitytheatre.org for all the 

necessary information and forms. 
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Michigan sends two shows to Regionals 

Judges’  Individual Awards 

Best Actress - Erin Southwell for Urinetown  

Best Actor - J. R. Spaulding, Jr., The Pillowman  

Best Supporting Actress  -Tamara DePonio, Doubt  

Best Supporting Actor - Mark Cowman for The 

Pillowman  

Best Featured Performances: 

Megan Scott, The Crucible  

J. Jeanne Gilbert, Urinetown  

Adam Gardner, Urinetown  

Best Director - Bill Anderson Jr. for Urinetown 

Best Staging - Mychelle Hopkins for Doubt 

Best Set - J. R. Spaulding, Jr. for The Pillowman 

Best Costumes - Laura Horton for Urinetown 

Best Choreography - Kelli Jolly for Urinetown 

Best Music - James Hohmeyer for Urinetown 

AACTfest chair Emily Anderson and her husband, Bill, who received 
honors for direction of Urinetown. Emily, in addition to chairing the 
festival, appeared as Little Sally in Urinetown! 
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Affiliated with American Association of Community Theatres 
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March 13, 2011 

Owosso 

CTAM Board Meeting at 10a.m. 

April 29-May 1, 2011 

Columbus, Ohio 

Region III AACTfest  

June 22-26, 2011 

Rochester, NY 

National AACTfest  

July 22, 23 and 24, 2011 

Higgins Lake 

Master Class weekend; see page 4 for 

details. 

September 23-25, 2011 

McGuire‘s Resort, Cadillac 

Annual Fall Conference 

CTAM Calendar  
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September 23, 24 and 25, 2011 

Mark your calendar for CTAM Fall 
Conference at McGuire’s in Cadillac 
As we celebrate the great success of the State AACTFest in 

Midland, it is time to look forward to another great opportu-

nity to gather for theatre fun, learning and networking; the 

CTAM Fall Conference.  Our theme this year is The 1960s 

and, like the decade we are celebrating, the focus of our 

workshops will be on the creativity and rejuvenation neces-

sary to keep our Community Theatres in Michigan growing, 

fresh and viable in challenging times.  As always, the CTAM 

Board is putting together a weekend filled with amazing edu-

cation and FUN! 

The Fall Conference will, once again, be held at the beautiful 

McGuire‘s Resort in Cadillac, Michi-

gan.  Due to its central location, af-

fordability and amazing hospitality, 

we find this to be a perfect spot for 

the conference.  This Conference will 

feature all of the favorites from the 

past, including great workshops and 

round table discussions, fun entertain-

ment, the Door Decorations contest, 

exciting raffle prizes and finish off with 

a fabulous 1960s style ‗Love-in‘ Saturday evening. The fashion 

of the ‗60s gives you so much to work with as you plan your 

attire for Saturday night‘s fun, from Mad Men chic to Hippies 

— the decade ran the fashion gamut! 

Look for details for the 2011 Fall Conference on the CTAM 

website (www.communitytheatre.org), in future Callboards, 

or on our Facebook page (Community Theatre of Michigan – 

CTAM) 

For questions or comments, contact Chair Kelly Curtis at kelly-

curtis@chartermi.net. 

mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net
mailto:cfrick9898@charter.net
http://www.communitytheatre.org


Region III AACTfest in  
Columbus, April 29-May 1 
Michigan theatre-lovers have the opportunity to 

travel to Columbus, Ohio, to root our two Michigan 

entries on to victory!  With Doubt and Urinetown as 

our two entries, the glow of victory seems brighter! 

For this exciting theatre weekend, you will see eight 

or nine performances and adjudications, have two 

exciting parties (Friday and Saturday evenings after 

performances) and the Awards Brunch on Sunday. 

Registration this year is $100 for the weekend. 

T-shirts, Saturday lunch and other options are out-

lined on the Registration Form, which can be ac-

cessed at ohiocommunitytheatre.org.  

Hotel arrangements are 

at the Crowne Plaza 

Hotel-Columbus North 

at 6500 Doubletree 

Avenue. The room rate 

is $87 per night. Call 

the Front Desk at 614-

885-1883 or 1-888-233

-0368 for Central Res-

ervations. Be sure to mention ‗AACTfest‖ to get the 

special rate. 

Deadline for registration and hotel reservations is 

Thursday, April 7, 2011. 

òLikeó us on Facebook at  

Community Theatre Association  
of Michigan ñCTAM.  

Get all the latest news!  

Community Theatre is alive and 

well in Michigan! I know this by 

what I saw in Midland a few 

weeks ago at our State AACT/

Fest. I know this is just a sam-

pling of what is going on 

around our state but if other theatres are doing work 

like what I saw at the festival, then I now know why 

Michigan is a leader in Community Theatre in the 

Nation. 

Congratulations to all the groups that entered the 

competition. That includes all of the casts and crews 

because in my book you are all winners. Even the 

audience that attended came out winners. This event 

made me so proud to be the president of one of the 

finest theatre associations in the country. 

A special thank you goes out to Emily Anderson and 

her staff and volunteers with Center Stage Theatre 

and Midland Center for the Arts for a wonderful 

weekend. 

You can be part of the rejuvenation of our great or-

ganization by becoming an Individual Member of 

CTAM or at least join us on Facebook to keep up 

with what‘s happening. 

Vince Weiler  

The Prez Sez... 

Rosedale Community Players presented Doubt: A Parable for their 
audiences in February, to great reviews. Here Lance Allen and 
Heather Hudson in very recognizable characterizations. 
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CTAM Playwriting Contest 
Deadline May 15 
Remember the deadline for the 2011 CTAM 

Playwriting Contest is May 15th and informa-

tion about the contest can be found on the 

CTAM website. Also if you like reading scripts, 

Chair Vince Weiler is always looking for 

judges for the contest so contact him directly 

if you are interested or if you have any spe-

cific questions about the contest at 

vweiler@ioscoresa.net. 

mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net


Resource Directory up on 
website and available 
After more than a year in development and trials, the 

new CTAM Resource Directory is up and available 

for groups and individuals to peruse to find already-

created props, set pieces and costumes to rent, bor-

row or buy.  

Because we all do the same shows...just at different 

times and in different seasons...doesn‘t it make sense 

to reuse and recycle? The mission of the Directory is 

to put people in touch with each other so they can 

negotiate between them. CTAM is not involved in 

the transaction and there is no charge to list your 

items in the Directory. That‘s spelled: F-R-E-E! 

Because we‘re just getting started, the list is heavily-

weighted toward Grosse Pointe Theatre, but ―since 

I‘ve been the moving force behind 

the Directory, I listed our stuff first 

to give everyone a sample of what 

it could look like,‖ explained Mary 

Lou Britton, CTAM vice president 

and Grosse Pointe Theatre member. 

We currently don‘t have the Direc-

tory programmed to include pho-

tos, but that certainly can happen if 

people find the Directory useful and 

if they participate in this trial run.  

Shown here as examples 

are, top, the king‘s throne 

from King & I, or any 

similar production. Bot-

tom are three over-the-

shoulder, one-person 

horses originally made for 

Camelot. Would also be 

great for Spamalot! In the 

background is a two-person dancing camel with flut-

tering eyelashes, made for Joseph/Dreamcoat. 

Why would you spend the time and money to make 

specialty items such as these, if you could borrow 

them. In the same vein, here‘s a chance to recoup 

some of your investment for the things you‘ve accu-

mulated through the years. 

Take a minute and go to the CTAM website at 

www.communitytheatre.org to look through Direc-

tory to get an idea of the type of things that you can 

include from your group. Please contact Mary Lou 

Britton at mellbee@earthlink.net if you have any 

questions or comments. 

Two Master Classes planned 
for July 22-24 
This summer CTAM will again bring you two out-

standing Master Classes. The classes will be held the 

weekend of July 22-24, 2011 at the Ralph A. 

MacMullen Conference Center at Higgins 

Lake.  The cost of lodging and meals for the week-

end is $179 for one person sharing a double room 

and $195 for a single.  The fee for the class is $60 

($50 for individual CTAM members).  Both of 

these fees should be paid at the same time to 

CTAM.  See  our CTAM website for the registration 

form. You may pay on-line with a credit card or 

download the form and send it with a check to Ex-

ecutive Secretary Nancy Peska.  Registration dead-

line is July 8, 2011. 

Costuming with What You’ve Got 
Jim Rancilio will bring an expanded version of the 

well-received costume workshops he conducted at 

the 2010 CTAM Fall Conference.  Topics to be cov-

ered include working with color and fabric, and 

designing costumes for the cast and resources you 

have (budget, costumes in stock, and body types of 

actors). Some hands-on and fun activities are  

planned. Jim has served as costumer for Flint Com-

munity Players for many years and is considered 

one of Michigan's outstanding community theatre 

costumers. 

Directing and Scene Work 
Jack Philliips, currently a free-lance director in Chi-

cago, will conduct a class in directing. Jack will in-

clude sessions on playing intentions and what a di-

rector does to help actors to inform content. There 

will be opportunities to work on scenes with others 

in the class and to examine the results of that scene 

work. Jack has been a professional actor and direc-

tor for over thirty years.  He received an MFA 

from the Yale School of Drama.  He has directed 

nearly 300 productions in professional and com-

munity theatres, acted in over 200 plays, and ap-

peared in more than sixty films, television shows 

and commercials. Jack has taught at Harvard Uni-

versity, Gonzaga University, Leslie Graduate School 

of Education, the A.R.T. Institute of Advanced 

Theatre Training at Harvard.  He has served as Ex-

ecutive Director of the Spokane Civic Theatre and 

the Artistic Director of the Theatre of Western 

Springs.  He is also a past president of the American 

Association of Community Theatre.  
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At the Saturday afterglow, above, judges Kathy Pingel (center) and Art Nemitz 
(right) ð CTAM immediate past president and current Board member ð relax 
with refreshments. Left is Ron Zigler, AACT Field Representative who conducted 
an Adjudication Workshop over the weekend. 
Right center below is Jo Nissen from Racine, Wisconsin, who is the AACT repre-

sentative and Festival official.  
Below right, Steve Krempasky, the third judge, with CTAM Board member and 
AACT Region III representative Joanne Berry. 

Two photos above are from Old Town Playhouse-Traverse City and their award winning produc-
tion of Doubt: A Parable. Below left, the Urinetown (Midland Center Stage) cast members cele-
brating their victory and being selected to go on to the Regional level of AACTFest. 

Above, a rehearsal shot of The Pillowman, the excit-
ing thriller from Players de Noc in Escanaba. They 
were judged the alternate production in case either of 
the two winners could not compete. 

Scenes from a Festival 
Midland, March 2011 



Who’s doing what around Michigan in March and April! 
Bay City Players The Sisters Rosensweig Mar 4-13, 2011 

Lapeer Community Theatre The Mousetrap Mar 4-12, 2011 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City Fiddler on the Roof Mar 4-26, 2011 

Owosso Community Players Forever Plaid Mar 4-13, 2011 

Grosse Pointe Theatre The Dixie Swim Club Mar 6-19, 2011 

Alpena Civic Theatre Pirates of the Great Lakes Mar 10-20, 2010 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre Doubt Mar 10-13, 2011 

Spotlight Players, Plymouth In a Nick of Time Mar 10-13, 2011 

Center Stage Theatre, Midland The Full Monty Mar 11-26, 2011 

Flat River Community Players I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change Mar 11-19, 2011 

Manistee Civic Players Wind in the Willows Mar 11-20, 2011 

Players Guild of Dearborn Inherit the Wind Mar 11-27, 2011 

Pontiac Theatre IV Anne and Gilbert Mar 11-19, 2011 

Tawas Bay Players Grease (Teen musical) Mar 11-20, 2011 

Port Huron Civic Theatre Game Night Mar 11-13, 2011 

Fenton Village Players Over the River and Through the Woods March 17-27, 2011 

Clarkston Village Players A Streetcar Named Desire Mar 17-26, 2011 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre  Lyle, The Crocodile Mar 18-26, 2011 

Northland Players, Cheboygan Alone Together Again (Dinner theatre) Mar 18-25, 2011 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee Mar 18-Apr 10, 2011 

Village Players, Birmingham Play It Again, Sam Mar 18-27, 2011 

Monroe Community Players The Lion in Winter Mar 20-22, 2011 

Clio Cast and Crew The Odd Couple Mar 25-Apr 10, 2011 

Center Stage Theatre, Midland Bawdy Broadway II: The Early Years Apr 1-3, 2011 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre Our Town Apr 1-16, 2011 

Park Players, Detroit      Hairspray Apr 1-16, 2011 

Twin City Players, St. Joseph Regrets Only Apr 1-24, 2011 

Beckwith Theatre Company, Dowagiac Lilies of the Field Apr 2-11, 2011 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City Dog Sees God Apr 8-23, 2011 

Spotlight Players, Plymouth Once Upon a Mattress Apr 8-17, 2011 

Stage-M, Big Rapids Born Yesterday Apr 14-17, 2011 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre Distracted Apr 15-May 1, 2011 

Central Park Players, Grand Haven Pygmalion Apr 22-30, 2011 

Grand Rapids Civic Theatre Charlotte's Web Apr 22-May 1-2011 

Players de Noc, Escanaba Escanaba in Love Apr 22-30, 2011 

Bay City Players Guys and Dolls Apr 28-May 8, 2011 

Muskegon Civic Theatre Joseph/Technicolor Dreamcoat Apr 28-May 1, 2011 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre You Can't Take It With You Apr 29-May 1, 2011 

Pontiac Theatre IV The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe Apr 29-May 6, 2011 

Port Austin Community Players Barefoot in the Park April 29-May 8, 2011 

Rosedale Community Players The Dixie Swim Club Apr 29-May 21, 2011 

Shoreline Players, Oscoda Catfish Moon Apr 29-May 8, 2011 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak Grey Gardens Apr 29-May 14, 2011 



 

Membership News 
By Betsy Willis 

CTAM members from around the state would be able to attend professional theatre productions such as those 

in big-city locales like Chicago, Detroit, and even New York City‘s Broadway!  Also, trips are possible to 

smaller Michigan professional theatres, such as Chelsea‘s Purple Rose Theatre, Ann Arbor‘s Performance Net-

work, and Meadow Brook Theatre in Rochester. Such trips will offer CTAM members a more convenient, less 

expensive way to travel to see live professional theatre.   

Please take a moment to complete the following questionnaire.  Your input will provide information that will 

allow the CTAM Board to better determine if participation in any CTAM THEATRE TRIP is something you 

would be interested in. 

1.  I would seriously like to participate in a CTAM Theatre Trip.       ____YES             ____NO 

  If you answered ―YES‖, please complete the rest of the survey. If you answered ―NO‖, thank 

 you for letting us know this is of no interest to you. 

2. I know _____  others who might also like to participate.         ____YES            ____NO 

3. I would be interested in a CTAM Theatre Trip to: (Check all that apply) 

  _____   New York City  _____   AACTfest Nationals in Rochester NY   

  _____   Chicago  _____   Professional theatre in Michigan    

  _____   Detroit   _____  Professional touring companies coming to Michigan 

Responses can be emailed to opamimi4503@att.net or mailed to CTAM, 1692 Bradenton Place,  

Kalamazoo, MI 49002. Name optional; we welcome your comments. 

Are you interested in seeing professional theatre? 

One of the Oldest Now 
One of the Newest 
CTAM is happy to welcome Allegan 

Community Players and Cadillac Foot-

liters back to the roster of member organizations. 

According to their website, the Allegan Community 

Players are one of the oldest com-

munity theatre organizations in the 

state of Michigan, and as my father 

appeared in one or more of their 

shows in the 1930s, I can believe 

that to be true. For those who may 

not know, Allegan is southwest of 

Grand Rapids, in a valley on the 

banks of the Kalamazoo River. Visit 

their website, allegancommunity-

players.org for information about 

their season or to become in-

volved. 

The Cadillac Footliters‘ location may be a little more 

familiar to the CTAM membership as they are lo-

cated in the town where we have held our fall con-

ference for the past few years. The Footliters began 

performing in 1964, after purchasing a building in 

downtown Cadillac. In November of 1990, their 

dreams could have actually come to an end when 

they lost their home to a fire, but this intrepid group 

has kept going, performing in various locations, and 

now looking to rebuild close to their original roots in 

downtown. Their production of Moon Over Buffalo 

is coming up in April. For more information, check 

them out at cadillacfootliters.com. 

Welcome back to both of these valuable members of 

CTAM. That brings our group 

members to 62 community thea-

tre groups at this point.  

Look for highlights of new group 

or individual members in every 

issue of the Callboard. We have 

many benefits available to both 

group and individual members. 

Go to the CTAM website or 

contact me at ryonwil-

lis915@hotmail.com to learn 

about them. 
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Announcing CTAM«s 

2011 Fall Conference  
September 23, 24 and 25 
at McGuire«s Resort in Cadillac 

 

Bring your hippie beads, 
tie-dye t-shirts and your 
sandals for a cool, man, 

cool weekend of learning 
and fun.  

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre just produced Kurt Vonne-

gut‘s God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater at the end of 

January and Managing Director Suzi Peterson tells 

the story.  

―It‘s a little known musical with music and lyrics writ-

ten by Alan Menken and Howard Ashman; it‘s Kurt 

Vonnegut‘s book by the same title, set 

to music!  I contacted Mr. Menken, be-

cause I had read that this was the duo‘s 

first and favorite musical, and I invited 

him to a performance.  He was going 

to be out of the country but he sent us 

a couple of quotes and a very lovely 

handwritten note. Among the things he 

said were:  

―Your production of GOD BLESS YOU 

MR ROSEWATER is very important to 

me for a number of reasons: 

1 – This musical was my first collabora-

tion with Howard Ashman.   

2 – There have been very few productions of ROSE-

WATER in the 32 years since we first wrote and 

mounted it in New York in 1979, mainly because 

there was never an original cast album recorded at 

that time. 

3 – With the recent passing of Kurt Vonnegut, who 

now joins Howard on the other side, you have two 

guardian angels looking over your work.‘ 

―Rob Roy, the Director, stumbled upon this musical 

several years ago while trying to order a script for his 

Pinckney High School drama club.  He read it, fell in 

love with it, and then spent three years pining for the 

time he could direct it.  We fell in love with it and 

chose it for our current 

season and away we 

went.  None of the 

actors had ever heard 

of it, but a few of them 

were fans of the Kurt 

Vonnegut book; others 

just wanted an oppor-

tunity to work on 

something unusual.  It 

was a huge success, sell-

ing out all four per-

formances and getting 

a fabulous review!  We 

were pleased that, es-

pecially in this uncertain market, we could present a 

little known show and have so many people give it a 

chance and love it!‖ 

Ann Arbor Civic finds a  
diamond in the rough 


