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May and June 2010

May 14-16 in Greenville

CTAM S$pring Conference registrations now
being accepted; don’t miss the fun!

The CTAM Spring Conference is at hand. The Flat
River Community Players of Greenville are excited
for everyone to come and visit.

Wi t h Greenvill eds
1073rd, 6 currently servin
Irag, the FRCP have decided to honor their military
fi past and presenti wi t h a
Vet . 0 Al l active
ceive a discount on their registration fee.

or reti

For your entertainment, they have scheduled the Fri-
day night Hospitality room at the Americlnn; Satur-
day evening starts with the premiere showing of
Upon the Heath, which was filmed last fall during
the Fall Conference in Cadillac. The jewel in the
crown A and in keeping with their theme A is the
FRCPOs pr od semt GoadnMerp followed

by the Cast & Crew Gala.

The workshops will run a little differently this

year. All the workshops will take place at the
Greenville Community Center and will run con-

secutively so you will be able attend all four
classes. (See Page 6 for background informatia
on the instructors.)

+ Soft Sculpture and Prop Makingwith Kathie
Johnson

+ Scenic Painting Techniquewith David Len.

+ Stage Management Basicsith Rosanne
Steffens

+ Directing Actors with co -presenters Jean Bahlg
and Fred Sebulske.

t heme (

cess the special rate our kind hosts have negotiated
for us!

$75.00 + 6% sales tax for a standard room

Nat i or $85.00 + 6% sales tax for a 2-queen or king room

$95.00 + 6% sales tax for a suite. toir
Cots $10.00 +$6.00 for extra person
Price includes a Continental Breakfast
Children under 18 free.
Registration deadline isFriday, May 7, so make the
decision and send in your registration today. (See
page 7.) Dondt forget to
make your room reservations. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Kim Joki, Event Coordinator, at
616-225-8849 or e-
mail him at
kdjoki@yahoo.com .
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Photos from two recent shows at Flat River Community Players give you some

indication of what to expect frotk Few Good Merthe Saturday evening enter-

Please call the Americlnn directly to reserve youl
room at 616-754-4500. Mention CTAM to ac-

tainment. Above left is a memorable scene Baarly DepartedApril 2008)

and, ri ght , Phanoom Tollboath. s e a

Serving the needs of Michigan’s community theaters and their members since 1951.
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2009 10 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President - Art Nemitz
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

opamimi4503@att.net

Vice President - Vincent Weiler
Tawas Bay Players
vweiler@ioscoresa.net

Secretary - Miranda Sue Hartmann
Al-of-Us Express Childrenés

witchwaywho@aol.com

Th

Treasurer - Christy Frick
Gratiot County Players
cfrick9898 @charter.net

At-Large Members of the Board

Mary Lou Britton mellbee@earthlink.net
Grosse Pointe Theatre

Kel | y Car kdelf9gaidamail.com
The Tin Shop Theatre, Buchanan

Kelly Curtis.......... kellycurtis@chartermi.net
Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City

DavidWahr............c.c........ dwahr

Monroe Community Players

cass.netj

Betsy Willis....... ryonwillis915@hotmail.com
Little Traverse Civic Theatre

Executive Secretary

Nancy Peska................. peska@cmsinter.nef
Gratiot County Players
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Affiliated with American Association of Community Theatres
Affiliated with Michigan Theatre Alliance

Callboard Staff

The Prez Sez

On the weekend of April 10t and 11, the
CTAM Board of Directors met for their bi -
monthly meeting and were hosted by the
Kalamazoo Civic. | want to thank Kristen &
Chesak and her great staff for making us feq

welcome and providing us with meeting
space and tickets to see their excellent pro___ Art Nemitz
duction of a new comedy T7he Dixie Swim Club a five woman

show that | believe will be appearing on many CTAM mem-
ber groupsd seasons in the

We also had an opportunity
new historian, Kris Tyrrell, a volunteer at the Kalamazoo
Civic, who has agreed to take of the role of CTAM Historian
as well as work with Preston Misner, of the Kalamazoo Civic
staff, in managing the CTAM
facilities and where the CTAM archives will now be stored as
well. So put Kris to work and use the CTAM library for perus-
als scripts when your group is working on its selections for up-
coming seasons.

We are also looking for volunteers to help Miranda Sue Hart-
mann and Vince Weiler with CTAM merchandise. We need
people who can help move and set up materials at CTAM
conferences and who can provide storage for merchandise
between conferences. Please contact either Miranda Sue or
Vince if you have a vehicle that could be used for transporta-
tion or a facility to store the materials (or both!). We need
your help in this area very much.

See you in Greenville at the spring CTAM Conference!

CTAM Calendar

May 14-16, 2010
Greenville, Mi

Spring Conference
Hosted by Flat River Players

EditOr.....ccooiiiiiiiiiii e Mary Lou Brittol

Saturday, May 15, 2010 2010 Playwriting Contest deadline

Assistant Editar..................uuv... Miranda Sue Hartmann

This is the official newsletter of the Community Theatre

Sunday, May 16, 2010
Greenville, Mi

CTAM Board meeting
10 a.m.

ciation of Michigan, issued and mailed six times a year|
group and individual members of record. An oceasibnal
information Update is sent to all membersaiithdelresses

June 22-27, 2010
Venice, Florida

International Theatre Festival
www.venicestage.comy/international

on record. Correspondence t6aligoardshould be sent|to

the Editor anellbee @earthlink.net.

Thursday, July 1, 2010 2010 Award nominations deadline

I Productions and dates should be sent to the Editor.

9 Short informational articles are accepted and will be

on a spacavailable basis.

July 23-25, 2010
MacMullen Center, Higgins Lake

Master Class Weekend
(See box on page 5.)

' Show photos should be carefully selected and sent {
Editor, along with identifying caption.

Sunday, August 1, 2010
Northport, Ml

CTAM Board meeting
10 a.m.

Updated -mail and postal addresses are maintained
Executive Secretary and should be

by
cmsinter.net

September 2426, 2010
Cadillac, Ml

Fall Conference
Mc Gu i r e 6 @@nfoBrepage &)t
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2010 CTAM Joyce Schultheiss Scholarship
audition results announced

And the Tekkies take it! It's rather
unusual to have a student bring &
Technical Audition rather than an
Acting audition, but three out of
five students vying for a share off |
more than $3,000 in CTAM scholar-
ship funds, did exactly that! And
they swept the winnings with both
the first and second place awards!

Kerry Concannon, sponsored by Rosedale Commu-
nity Players, and Kelsey Sochasponsored by Kalama-
zoo Civic Theatre, took first and second place respec-
tively. Kerry, who is a Senior at Groves High School
in Beverly Hills, MI won the $2,260 First Place
CTAM Scholarship Award with an outstanding Tech-
nical Audition focused on Stage Managing. Her pres-
entation skills and portfolio totally impressed the
three adjudicators and they all wanted to hire her on
the spot!

Kelsey, a Senior at Kalamazoo Central High School in
Kalamazoo, MI, won the $758 Second Place Award
with a very detailed, very well thought out presenta-
tion focused on Costuming, although she covered
other areasillustrating her technical prowess.

Also impressing the adjudicators were three other
students. Presenting Acting Auditions were the tal-

ented Dylan Ratell, sponsored by Bay City Players,
and a Freshman at Central Michigan University; and

Jordan Michaels sponsored by Old Town Playhouse,

and a Senior at Traverse City West Senior High
School in Traverse City, MIl. Rounding out the Tech-

nical Auditions with a focus on Stage Lighting, was
the very knowledgeable Catherine Lee sponsored by

Rosedale Community Players, and a Freshman at
Oakland Community College in Royal Oak, MI.

Contest winners announced

Three readers guessed our riddle last issue, askipng
who Thaliaand Melpomene are. They are the Greek
muses representing comedy (Thalia) and traged
(Melpomene) in the mask symbol.

T~

The winners are Larry Nielsen, Twin City Players
Michal Jacot, Tawas Bay Players, and Cheryl Gallag
Central Park Players and Holland Civic. Thanks all
for playing along! (Your
have a new riddle for the July/August issue.

Many thanks go to Kalamazoo
Civic Theatre and Preston Misner
who served as ourgracious hosts to
this year's Scholarship Auditions.

Of course, this Scholarshipvouldn't

be possible without the generosity
of the CTAM membership, who
buy all those raffle tickets at the
annual Fall Conference; and our

ad
@ ©
"

Anonymous Donor, who has been so very generous
these many years by matching all the funds collected
at the raffle!

Kudos also go to Larry Rink who has chaired the
Scholarship search for many years. Hi
organization and welcoming attitude
make the process grow each year. Wit
this audition, Larry concludes his lead
ership service with the Scholarship ang
Financial Assistance Program. T
Board of Directors is very appreciative
of your fine work, Larry, and your abil-
ity to attract funding through the raffle
and other sources. Many, many thanks...and thanks
from the students who have benefitted from the
CTAM scholarships under your watch!.

2010 deadline: May 15
2009 CTAM Playwriting
Contest Winner in production

Uncommon Good, a play written by Orayla Garza
that won | ast yeards CTAM
open on May 13 and run until May 23 at Lansing

Civic Players in their Underground Theatre at 2300

E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing. You can go to their
website at www.lansingcivicplayers.org for more in-
formation on dates and times. As a CTAM playwrit-

ing winner, this play can be produced royalty -free by
CTAM member groups for this year.

Remember the deadline for
writing Contest is May 15 and more information can

be found very quickly by looking on the CTAM web-

site at www.communitytheatre.org or by contacting
Prl)ayy\{ritizn% C_Ih:flir Vinclenr'% We[ilehr
email at vweﬂer@%oscoresa.net
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Who's doing what around Michigan in May and June!

Players de Noc, Escanaba
Rogers City Community Theatre
Spotlight Players, Plymouth
Stagecrafters, Royal Oak
Muskegon Civic Theatre
Rosedale Community Players
Community Theatre of Howell
Farmington Players

Kalamazoo Civic Theafre
Players Guild of Dearborn
Shoreline Players, Oscoda
Ridgedale Players, Troy

Ann Arbor Civic Theatfe

Flint Communitiy Players
Clarkston Village Players
Gratiot County Players

Little Traverse Civic Theatre
Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City
Three Rivers Community Players
Village Players, Birmingham
Grosse Pointe Theatre

Alpena Civic

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

Clio Cast and Crew

Flat River Community Players
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre
Lakeland Players, Waterford
Pontiac Theatre IV

Tawas Bay Players

Barn Swallow Theatre, Cassopolis
Monroe Community Players
Stagecrafters, Royal Oak

Avon Players

Lapeer Community Theatre
Clarkston Village Players
Community Theatre of How&ll
Grand Rapids Civic Theatre
Twin City Players, St. Joseph
Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

Barn Swallow Theatre, Cassopolis
Fenton Village Players

Rogers City Community Theatre

Doubt

The Odd Couple (Female version)
Oklahoma!

A Delicate Balance

The Sound of Music

Last Night of Ballyhoo

The Music Man

Gypsy

Home on the Mornin' Train
Thoroughly Modern Millie
The Odd Couple (female version)
Dirty Work at the Crossroads
The Laramie Project
Annie

Almost, Maine

1776

Noises Off

Noises Off

Damn Yankees

Hair

Grease

Dinner with Friends

The Secret Garden

Steel Magnolias

A Few Good Men

Jekyll & Hyde, the Musical
I'm Not Rappaport

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
Guys and Dolls

Spoon River Anthology
Romeo and Juliet

The Producers

Curtains

Steel Magnolias
Downward Dog

Disney's Cinderella Kids
Doubt

Jesus Christ Superstar

How to Succeed/Without Really Trying

Fools
On Golden Pond
Noir Suspicions

Apr 23May 1, 2010
Apr 23May 2, 2010
Apr 23May 2, 2010
Apr 23May 2, 2010
Apr 28May 2, 2010
Apr 29May 22, 2010
Apr 30May 9, 2010
Apr 30May 22, 2010
Apr 30May 8, 2010
Apr 30May 23, 2010
Apr 36May 9, 2010
May 523, 2010

May 69, 2010

May 623, 2010

May 722, 2010

May 716, 2010

May 716, 2010

May 722, 2010

May 716, 2010

May 724, 2010

May 922, 2010

May 1323, 2010
May 1316, 2010
May 1423, 2010
May 1422, 2010
May 1429, 2010
May 1422, 2010
May 1422, 2010
May 1423, 2010
May 2023, 2010
May 2123, 2010
May 2%tJune 13, 2010
May 28June 12, 2010
June 412, 2010
June 45, 2010
June 413, 2010
June 413, 2010
June 4July 4, 2010
June 1613, 2010
June 1120, 2010
June 1727, 2010
June25-27, 2010

Information for these listings is pulled from your membership sheets submitted with your dues renewal (currently
being accepted by the Executive Secretary), as well as from websites that we could find. If your information is in-
correct or missing, please send the correct information to The Editor by June 20, 2010, to be corrected or included
in the next issue.




L -un?
W Whazz-up?

=Y A compilation of theatre stuff goi

This column each issue will include short notes from various

member groups about whatdés goi
their most successful show t hi
ever they wish.

For the July-August issue, please send a paragraph of about 50
words completing the following sentence: | wish we had more
(blank)!  Please submit your response ‘o The Editor
(mellbee@earthlink.net) by June 25, 2010.

The Midland Center for the Arts was proud to be
able to produce Ragtime the Musicalin our season
this year. Several obstacles faced us during this show
from losing our amazing director (Rodger Hender-
son) to a grueling battle with cancer, to casting a ra-
cially diverse ensemble in a lesshan-diverse town, to
mar keting the production
know much about the show
more successfull We welcomed many new volunteers
into our theatre family from around the state as well
as selling out our performances! The story moved
our community more than words can express. There
could not have been a more fitting tribute to our be-
loved Rodger.

Grosse Pointe Theatregained a lot of young actors
and auditionees for Grease but it was The King & /
that had our audiences smiling all the way out the
door. It was music they remembered and could hum
fi  plus the sets were magnificent. It is one of the
standards that our older audiences enjoy! Of course,

A

Master Classes scheduled for
Higgins Lake, July 23-25

Dondét miss the
summer weekend at Higgins Lake with two of the

greatest workshop leaders in existenceLarry Niel-

sen on Building Administrative Skill Sets for
Boards of Directors and Jim Carver on Comedic
Acting.

Spaces at the MacMullen Conference Center are
limited, so check out the CTAM website for the
details and how to register.

As an added incentive, Ji
Carver will have copies of his
new book, Carver's Manual on
Community Theatre Directing: A
Stepby-Step Approach, which
was published in March. Jim will
happily autograph copies for
Master Class attendees.

| f you canot a
Class, the book is available o
Amazon. There is a nice quot
from CTAM Prez Art Nemitz on
the back cover. This is a good
basic guide for new and experi-
enced directors and should be in
every groupoés |

A\ o
Nielsen

We are fortunate to have two such distinguished
together for a weekend of learning. Sign up now!

opportuni

mo st of them 0
Grease phenomenon,
sure they will enjoy those
memories just e
up until May 9!) < s
-
LN 3

On April 10, the CTAM Board of
Directors was pleased to be invited t
meet in Kalamazoo as guests of Kal
mazoo Civic. We also attended thei
Saturday evening performanceldie
Dixie Swim Clul{right.)
It was a wonderful show, great set
and a real audience pleaser. Kudos to
everyone involved in this very enter
taining show. -
Thanks to Kalamazoo Civic for their -4

hospitality for the weekend; it was a‘ ‘

great time!
| 2
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Notes from the Board:

July 1 deadline for awards nominations
As your season starts to draw to a close, think of the
number of people who have volunteered to help
with each show and the number of volunteer hours
that have been put in. Why not honor those who
have volunteered over and over by nominating them
for one of the awards presented by CTAM. We offer
the Dorothy Arnett Volunteer Service Award
(presented to your nominees in your local setting at a
convenient meeting or other gathering) and the
Robert A. McKenna Award (presented at the Fall
Conference.)

Read over the criteria on the CTAM website and if
you have a volunteer that fits, then send in a nomi-
nation form that is also found on the CTAM website
www.communitytheatre.org . If you have any ques-
tions about available CTAM awards, contact Chair
Terry Jolink at tjolink@ameritech.com.

Membership renewals going out
Executive Secretary Nancy Peska will be sending out
both group and individual membership renewals
over the next month. Watch your mail and please
respond by the deadline.

If you are aware of neighboring groups who are not
CTAM members, please let us know so that we can
contact them to encourage them to join. Please con-
tact Betsy Willis with those names at ryonwil-
lis915@hotmail.com.

Nominating Committee
David Wahr is chairing the Nominating Committee
and they are searching for people interested in run-
ning for the Board of Directors. Elections will be help
at the Fall Conference in Cadillac.

If you wish to nominate someone or place your own

name in nomination please contact Dave at
dwahr@cass.net
Search for AACTfest host

At press time, the host for the 2011 Michigan AACT-
fest had not yet been found. We need a group who
has appropriate facilities for the performances and
who is willing to host the biennial competition.

Groups interested can go to the AACT website at
www.aact.org for rules, etc. Locally, if you are inter-
ested, please contact CTAM vice president Vincent

Weiler at vweiler@ioscoresa.netor call him at 231-
*354—7291.

Workshop leaders for the
Spring Conference

A fine array of workshop leaders have been assembled
to share their knowledge at the Spring Conference in
Greenville, May 14-16.

Kathie Johnsond Costume Designer for the Jewish
Theater and the West Michigan Thunderbird
Dance Team. Kathie is also a pryivate contractor
for several theater and performance groups in the
Grand Rapids area, and she has been constructing
animal forms with function for a number of
years. These special props generally take the form
of soft or semi-s o f t scul ptur eés(
on, some used as puppets, or as a head
pieces. Sharing several examples of her work as
well as photographs, she will address and model
the process of creating such unique pieces, pros
and cons of various materials, glues that work well
with foam, and finishing the product with fabric or
paints. And, why she advises us all to buy stock in
Static Guard!

Rosanne Steffenss Opera Grand Rapids Stage
Manager since 1990- Acting Teacher, Designer,
Director for Grand Rapids Civic Theatre School of
Theatre Arts since 1993 This workshop will teach

t hat itods not about po
ment. Auditions, taping out the stage floor, block-
ing notation, calling a show, and more. How to
keep your production efficient, fun, and frantic
free.

David Len - Scenic Designer for Grand Rapids Civic
Theatre - Learn a variety of deceptively simple

faux painting techniques the professionals use to
create sets that seem to be made of real wooden
planks, speckled tiles, marble, brick, you name it.

Jean Bahle- Adjunct Professor in Theatre Depart-
ment at Hope College - 30 years in West Michigan
theatre as an actor, director, teacher, and play-
wright. Fred Sebulske - Retired Head of GRCC
Theatre Department, Fo
in Grand Rapids - Jean and Fred work together
with this workshop and will offer condensed fun-
damentals for new or experienced directors to
sharpen their focus on what really matters when
working with actors. In three parts, the workshop
will focus on the experiential: (1) exercises to ad-
dress physicality, (2) exercises for ensemble build-
ing, and (3) direct scene work to explore interpre-
tation, communication, and technique. Wear com-
fortable, non -restrictive clothing.

wer .
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CTAM Spring Conference Registration
May 14-16, 2010 in Greenville, Ml
Hosted by Flat River Community Players

Registration includes:
Friday EveningHospitality Room gathering at the Americlnn (snacks and beverages included).

Saturdayc of f ee br eaks, Lunch, Di nner a nddFen GoedaMerr. Followi t
ing the play you are cordially invited to the Cast& Crew Gala at the Greenville Community Center.

Saturday Workshopsd Four workshops - Soft Sculpture, Stage Management, Directing Actors and Painting.

Non Member - | ndi vi dual eééecéécéeecéeééecécabdrs @ $
CTAM I ndividual Member .. éeeéééececebrer ééée. #H O __
Veterand6s Discount: (ALLé &é.t.er.a.n.s. .a.n.d5.00cH.i vie Mi|[l i t(
What Branch of Service did you serve? TotalDue = $

Registrations must be received by May P. (After May 7th registration costs are $75.00 and $85.00

respectively; however, the $5.00 Military discount still applies).

PAYMENT:

C}Make Checks or Money Oé6der Payable to: 0 FRCP

C Mastercard  C Visa
Credit Card # Expiration Date
3 digit security code from back

Mail Form and Payment to : FRCP P.O. Box 284, Greenville, Michigan 48838

Name Badge name

Mailing address

City, State and zip

Phones: W H C

E-mail address

Theatre/Organization affiliation
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September2%6 at Mc Guire®©s in Cadill ac
CTAM Fall Conference: “The Magic of Theatre”

Learn some tricks of your own at the Fall Conference 2010 just around the corner: September 24£6. As
soon as you finish reading this article, go look for your registration discount coupon that you received at
|l ast yeards conference! Put it in a safe place
you have it when you receive the registration form in the forthcoming conference brochure.

So, what kind of workshops are you thinking will be offered? How about Pulling Your Character Out of

A Hat; Poof & There it Is!; Step into Sensation; Granting Your Wish. These are just some of the workshops
we are offering. Learn about character development, simple special effects, script analysis, grant writing,
and tweet and twitter with wireless social networking.

Youth Scholarships announced!An anonymous donor is providing conference regis-

‘ tration scholarships to the first 10 young people who register. This covers the confer-
v

ence registration fee of $115. Hotel registration is not included. This is open to stu-
dents between the ages of 13 and 18. All the workshops we are offering this year are
appropriate for any age level. Registration includes Saturday lunch, Saturday ban-
guet and Sunday brunch. Their hotel registration includes breakfast.

We wi | | be at McGuireds Resort in Cadi
sonable. As always, the setting is simply beautiful. It is a perfect chance for a fall
weekend getaway with great theatre workshops. There is so much to learn at the
conference as well as the networking possibilities and the companionship of others who share your pas-
sion for live theatre. Plan to join us.




