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Two major events coming up for
Michigan theatre -lovers

July 23-25 will find many hardy souls around the  September 2426 will find even more CTAM peo-
campfire at the MacMullen Center near Higgins Lake, pl e assembled at the 2010
telling tales about their group and sharing laughs from Resort i n Cadill ac. I'tds a
their onstage experiences! workshops for you to choose from. (See page 7
for a list of the workshops and leaders.)

Two of the greatest workshop leaders in exis
tence: Larry Nielsen on Building Administrative
Skill Sets for Boards of Directorand Jim Carver
on Comedic Acting will be teaching the Master
Classes during the weekend. The schedule sta
early Friday evening and concludes midday on
Sunday.

Co-chairs Christy Frick and Nancy Peska have
planned a wonderful weekend for everyone,
mixing opportunities for learning with fun
events and great food. A golf tournament for
those interested happens Friday during the day.
After workshops most of Saturday, the Annual
Carver  Meeting in the afternoon is highlighted by elec-

Spaces at the MacMullen Conference Center ar .
tion of new Board members.

limited, so check out the CTAM website for the
details and how to register. If our reserved ac-
commodations at the MacMullen Center are
filed when you call, there are several options
available. (If you have someplace to stay in the
area, feel free to day-camp by just paying for
your meals.) Contact Executive Secretary Nanc
Peska atpeska@cmsinter.netto talk about ar- Ay

rangements. Nielsen

Dress for the Saturday evening banquet is black

up with something stunning, as only theatre peo-
ple can do.

Sunday morning roundtables are much less for-
mal than the Saturday workshops, but cover a
wide range of topics. Sunday brunch wraps eve-
rything up and sends people home with a fare-
) thee-well. (But only after the draw-
ing for all the scholarship door prizes
donated by member groups and peo-
ple attending the conference!)

As an added incentive, Jim Carver will
have copies of his new book, Carver's
Manual on Community Theatre Directing:
A Stepby-Step Approach, which was pub-
lished in March. Jim will happily auto-
graph copies for Master Class attendees.

The Fall conference will be a truly
magical weekend and one that will
create memories for the future. Plus
youdl I l earn some
be able to use again and again in
your productions. Can you ask for
anything more?

We are fortunate to have two such distin-
guished gentlemen (usually!)together for g
weekend of learning.

Registration is $50 for CTAM individual
members and $60 for others. Accommo-
dations at MacMullen are additional and
can be paid to CTAM with your registra-
tion.

Check out the website for details;
early registration closes August 29.
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2009 10 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President - Art Nemitz
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

opamimi4503 @att.net

Vice President - Vincent Weiler
Tawas Bay Players

vweiler@ioscoresa.net

Secretary - Miranda Sue Hartmann
Al-of-Us Express Childrenés
witchwaywho@aol.com

Treasurer - Christy Frick
Gratiot County Players
cfrick9898 @charter.net

At-Large Members of the Board

Mary Lou Britton mellbee@earthlink.net
Grosse Pointe Theatre

Kel | y Car kdelf9gaiadamail.com
The Tin Shop Theatre, Buchanan

Kelly Curtis kellycurtis@chartermi.net
Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City

David Wahr....................... dwahr@cass.nef]
Monroe Community Players
Betsy Willis....... ryonwillis915@hotmail.com

Little Traverse Civic Theatre

Executive Secretary

Nancy Peska peska@cmesinter.nef
Gratiot County Players
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Affiliated with American Association of Community Theatres
Affiliated with Michigan Theatre Alliance

EditOr.. ..ottt e Mary Lou Britto
Assistant Editar......................

This is the official newsletter of the Community Theatre
ciation of Michigan, issued and mailed six times a yea
group and individual members of record. An oceasibnal
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information Update is sent to all membemaiithdelress
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Above, Stage M in Big Rapids includgelussical the Musical their season this
year and found it to be a great audience pleaser.

Bel ow, the Greasers and the Pink Ladie
of Greasemet at a local malt shop for PR photos. The cast had a great time and the
regular customers of the soda bar became very enthusiastic when the cast and pho-
tographers came in for a Sunday afternoontggether.

CTAM Calendar

Thursday, July 1, 2010

2010 Award nominations deadline

July 23-25, 2010 Master Class Weekend

MacMullen Center, Higgins Lake | (Details on page 1)
Sunday, August 1, 2010 CTAM Board meeting
Northport, Ml 10 a.m.

on record. Correspondence tGalizoardshould be sent|to

the Editor anellbee@earthlink.net.

9 Productions and dates should be sent to the Editor.

9 Short informational articles are accepted and will be
on a spacavailable basis.

9 Show photos should be carefully selected and sent {

Updated -mail and postal addresses are maintained
Executive Secretary and should be

Editor, along with identifying caption.

September 2426, 2010
Cadillac, Ml

Fall Conference

Mc Guireds Resort

by

cmsinter.net

September 26, 2010 CTAM Board meeting

Cadillac, Ml 10 a.m.
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Nominations for the Board election at Fall
Conference still being accepted

There is still time to nominate someone, or your-
self, for the CTAM Board of Directors.

The CTAM Board is composed of nine people
elected from member groups throughout the state.
Each member of the Board serves a thregear term
and itds from this
sociation are selected by ballot of the Board mem-
bers annually.

In 2011 there will be three of these threeyear
terms open. Members of the Board are expected
to participate in all Board meetings of which there
are at least six per year. Most of these meetings are
in different locations around the state and board
members can expect to travel at their own expense
up to six times per year. There is no compensation
or reimbursement for expenses.

What does a typical board weekend look like?
Hereds a nor mal itinerar

1:00 PM Saturday afternoon & board and com-
mittee members meet at the host theatre. The
afternoon is filled with various CTAM commit-
tee meetings such as long range planning, con-
ference planning, AACT Fest updates, and Edu-
cation Committee.

5:00 PM Saturday & check into the hotel, if you
havendét already, and

6:00 PM Saturday o gather at a local restaurant

group.

for dinner. A time of getting to know each
other better and a chance to swap some thea-
tre owar storiesbo

8:00 PM Saturday & see a performance by the
host theatre.

9:00 or 10:00 AM Sunday o the actual board
meeting takes place either at the hotel or at a
facility arranged by the host group. This meet-
ing usually last until noon or 1:00 PM.

1:00 PM Sundayd the weekend officially ends.
Some board members might meet informally
for lunch before heading home.

In between Board meetings Board members will be
involved with committee work and board mem-
bers can expect to chair at least one committee
during the year, as well as participate in one or
two others. Most committee work is conducted by
telephone, email, or web meetings but sometimes
committees choose to meet outside the Board
weekend.

This is just a brief idea of what a new board mem-
ber can expect when being elected to the board. If
you are interested in running but have additional
questions or you would like to nominate someone
else who would be great on the board, Contact

¢ I Nominations Committee chair David Wahr at 734 -

279-1562 or by email at dwahr@cass.net.
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Port Huron Civic Theatre has been doing great theatre for many years. Here, from this past seasonBeautgfgnd the Beasind ,right, the

Rocky Horror ShowCheck out their website at www.phct.com.
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The Pr ez

Just a quick reminder and some en
couragement to participate in some
exciting upcoming events being spon# =
sored by your CTAM. Here are some
real opportunities for you or members | -1am president
of your theatre group to obtain some Art Nemitz
significant information and skills a
well as have the opportunity to meet and make
friends with other community theatre people from
across the state.

First of all, on the weekend of July 23-25, at beauti-
ful Higgins Lake, the CTAM is sponsoring two con-
current Master Classesdesigned and led by two im-
portant people in both state and national community

theatre organizations: Jim Carver and Larry Nielsen. group with you. ltds a won
Jim was the longtime managing director of the Kala- -r(_alated activities and a gregt opportunity_to connect
mazoo Civic, and after retirement continues to direct with others from state-wide community theatre

in community theatre all over the country. He is the groups.

author of a new book entiFinally, a big oOoOthank youbd
Community Theatre Directing which, | believe,  and all the wonderful people of the Flat River Com-

should be read by every director, actor, and pro-
ducer in every community theatre. Jim will be con-
ducting his class on the
which will be an exciting learning experience for
both actors and directors. From personal experience,

I know that Jim is an incredible director, and he has a
bag of tricks from which all directors can learn.

Larry has been long associated with the Twin City
Players in Benton Harbor/St. Joseph. He, like Jim, is
a nationally known adjudicator. Larry will be adjudi-
cating at the national AACT Fest in Rochester, New
York, next summer. He has had much experience as a
director as well as a community theatre board mem-
ber . Hi s master cl ass wi
and will be an important learning experience for all
community theatre board members, managing direc-
tors, and other staff members. Larry is both enter-
taining and knowledgeable.

And dono6t CTAM FalkGonferenceon Sep-
tember 24-2 6 at Mc Guireds
sure to attend, and bring many others from your

munity Players in Greenville who hosted the CTAM
Spring Conferencein May. It was a great weekend,

fantastic workshops on a wide variety of topics, and: d y ,

an outstanding production of A Few Good Men.
Thank you all for your hard work and generosity!!
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Holland Civic Theatfe
Barn Swallow Theatre, Cassop*blis Willie Wonka

Tawas Bay Players

Central Park Players, Grand Hadven Dear Edwina
Flat River Community Players Sweeney Todd
StageM, Big Rapids Annie
Northport Theatre Group My Fair Lady

Holland Civic Theatre

Barn Swallow Theatre, Cassopolis
Honk, Jr.
Company

Rogers City Community Thedtre
Clarkston Village Players

The People vs. B. B. Wolf

Romeo and Juliet
Children of Eden

around Mig: t

July 717, 2010
July 811, 2010

The Complete History of America (abridged)July 918, 2010

July 1517, 2010
July 2331, 2010
July 29Aug 1, 2010
July 3%Aug 14, 2010
Aug 514, 2010

Aug 1215, 2010
Aug 2628, 2010
Sep 925, 2010

Information for these listings was pulled from your membership sheets submitted with your dues renewal. Current|
dues renewals are being accepted by the Executive Secretary. Additional new listings for the upcoming season will fe
included in the next Callboard. If your information is incorrect or missing, please send the correct information to The

Editor by August 20, 2010, to be corrected or included in she next issue.
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On The Road Again

with Vincent Weller

Believe it or not, 2011 is just around the& .
corner and fi because it is an odd’
numbered year i it is time once again
for state, regional and national one-act
play festivals. The CTAM Board is ex
cited to announce that the AACTfest

state festival will be hosted by the Center Stage Theatre
in Midland on February 4 -6, 2011. We are looking for-
ward to an exciting festival and, after meeting with the
group in Midland a few weeks ago, | know that they
will be pulling out all stops. The venue will be at The
Midland Center for the Arts and if you have not been
there before, you are in for a real treat.

One of the things that | am most excited about this year
is that after the state festival, the Region Il festival will
be in Columbus, Ohio April 29th and the National Festi-
val will be in Rochester, NY starting June 26th. Because
all of the festivals are within good driving distances, you
can take in all three. In all my years of theatre, | have
had many memorable times and most of those have
been at festivals. So plan on joining me and the rest of
the CTAM group for AACT/Fest 2011.

The good news about Midland hosting the Michigan
AACTfest means that it is time to think about putting a
show together and entering it into the festival. Even if
you do not want to enter a show there will be much to
do and see, so mark your calendar right this minute and
then stand by for information to be posted in future edi-
tions of the Callboard, as well as on the CTAM website
as we get closer to the festival.

Calumet scored a heavenly hit last season Withsensk
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IRS ruling may jeopardize
your non-profit status

American Association of Community Theatre tell

us that oif you think you
be required to file an annual return with the IRS,
think again.o6 The rules

organizations, of any size, that end their fiscal
year December 31 and have not filed in three
years must have filed by May 17, 2010, or lose
their status.

Tax-exempt organizations whose annual gross
receipts are normally $25,000 or less have not in

the past had to file IRS Form 990. This is no
longer true. Those that do not file for three con-

secutive years will automatically lose their non-

profit status.

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 mandates
that all nonprofit organizations, other than

churches, must file an information form with the

IRS. This took effect in 2007, so many groups'
nonprofit status is now in jeopardy.

The IRS makes it easy for those small organiza-
tions, the ones under that $25,000 limit, to file.
They can electronically submit Form 990-N, also
known as an e-Postcard. The ePostcard says a bit
more than "Wishing You Were Here," but not
nearly as much as the complete Form 990.

Completing the e-Postcard requires these eight
items:

1. Employer identification number (EIN), also
known as a Taxpayer ldentification Number
(TIN)

2. Tax year (fiscal year)

3. Legal organizational name and address

4. Any other names the organization uses

5. Name and address of a principal officer

6. Website address if the organization has one
7. Confirmation that the organization's annual
gross receiptsare normally $25,000 or less

8. If applicable, a statement that the organiza-
tion has terminated or is terminating (going out
of business)

For more information go to www.irs.gov/
charities/article/0,,id=169250,00.html or go to
www.irs.gov and search for 990N. You can also
call the IRS exempt organizations line tollree,
877-829-5500, Monday - Friday, 7:00 am to
5:30 pm Central Time.
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