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Plans for the 2012 CTAM Spring Conference 

on the weekend of May 4, 5 and 6 in Esca-

naba have just been announced and you are 

in for a real treat!  

With a theme of òEscanaba in da Spotlight,ó 

Players de Noc is planning a Yooper Ball for 

Friday night, with costumes, dialect contests 

and a round robin script reading of Escanaba 

in da Moonlight ! 

Saturday will be workshops all day and an 

Escanaba/Yooper scavenger hunt around 

town. We have all been invited to their clos-

ing performance of Last Mass at St. Casimirõs, 

followed by an afterglow with the cast and 

crew. 

Sunday morning brunch will include roundta-

ble discussions, prizes and presentations.  

A block of rooms has been reserved at the 

Best Western Pioneer Inn and Suites, 2635 

Ludington St., Escanaba: 906-786-0602. 

Rates are $85 per night for a King/2 

Queens/2 Doubles and include a hot break-

fast buffet. 

So, clear your calendar for a great weekend 

in Escanaba next spring. You wonõt want to 

miss it because youõll be in love with Esca-

naba!  

The Board is looking into an Escanaba Special 

bus to come up mid-state (I-75), picking up 

conventioneers along the way at specific 

stops. That could surely be a good time for 

everyone! Watch for more information in the 

Callboard and on the CTAM website. 

Spring Conference, May 4-5-6 

Escanaba in da 
Spotlight  

Annual Meeting highlights  
At the Annual Meeting on September 24, the delegates 

elected the following members to the Board of Directors to 

serve three-year terms of office:  

¶ Bill Anderson, Jr.ñMidland Center Stage Theatre 

¶ Larry NielsenñTwin City Players, St. Joseph 

¶ Incumbent David WahrñMonroe Community  

Subsequent to the election, the Board elected the following 

officers for one-year terms of office:  

¶ President, Vincent Weiler, Tawas Bay Players 

¶ Vice President, Mary Lou Britton, Grosse Pointe 

¶ Secretary, Betsy Willis, Old Town Players, TC 

¶ Treasurer, Bill Anderson, Midland Center Stage 

Also at the Annual Meeting, the delegates approved the by-

law revision presented by the Board. Not much of signifi-

cance was in the revision, but rather a general clean-up and 

making provision for modern technology. The delegates also 

ratified a dues increase to $120 annual dues for member 

groups. 

Mary Jo Denolf was surprised to receive the Robert A. McKenna Award for her 
enduring dedication to community theatre in Michigan. The award was pre-
sented by President Vincent Weiler, left ð both resplendent in their ó60s cos-
tume for the Saturday evening banquet. 



2010-11 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President  -  Vincent Weiler 

Tawas Bay Players 

vweiler@ioscoresa.net  

Vice President - Mary Lou Britton  

Grosse Pointe Theatre 

mellbee@earthlink.net 

Secretary  - Betsy Willis 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City 
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Treasurer  -  Bill Anderson, Jr. 

Centerstage, Midland 

billandersonjr@gmail.com 

 

At-Large Members of the Board 

   Joanne Berry ...............  jmberryjm@aol.com 

Bay City Players 

 Miranda Hartmanné.witchwaywho@aol.com   

All-of-Us Express Childrenõs Theatre, East Lansing 

   Art Nemitz ...............  opamimi4503@att.net  

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 

   Larry Nielsen ...... nielsen6619@sbcglobal.net 

Twin City Players, St. Joseph   

   David Wahr .......................   dwahr@cass.net 

Monroe Community Players  

  Executive Secretary 

  Nancy Peska  ..................  peska@cmsinter.net 

Gratiot County Players 

Affiliated with American Association of Community Theatres 

May 4, 5 and 6, 2012 

Escanaba 

Spring Conference hosted by Players de 

Noc 

July 20-23, 2012 

Higgins Lake 

2012 Summer Master Classes at the 

MacMullen Center. Details TBA. 

July  27-30, 2012 

New York City  

CTAM Broadway/NYC trip. (Check the 

website for all the details.) 

September 28-30, 2012 

McGuireõs in Cadillac 

2012 Fall Conference 

Theme: The Nature of Theatre 

CTAM Calendar  

This is the last printed issue! 
Callboard to switch to electronic 
distribution at end of year  
Resulting from discussions about the long-range plan, the 

Board has determined that the Callboard will switch to a 

monthly publication as of December 31, 2011, and will be dis-

seminated by e-mail and be posted on the website. It will also 

change to a monthly publication.  

The Michigan Callboard is the primary method of communi-

cating with our members, according to President Vincent 

Weiler. òWe try to keep members always informed about 

whatõs going on, but itõs hard. 

òWe need to get to the members of our member groups be-

cause itõs ôpeopleõ that we serve, not necessarily organizations. 

Thatõs why we are trying to get someone in each group to 

forward the electronic newsletter to as many group members 

as possible. 

òThe new format gives us a lot more latitude with the news 

we circulate to members, too,ó Editor Mary Lou Britton 

pointed out. òWeõll have an infinite amount of space to run 

photos from our membersõ productions, as well as longer arti-

cles with greater detail. It all hinges on our receiving informa-

tion and photos from the readers, however. Communication 

works both ways, so start thinking about ways you and your 

group can participate in the NEW Callboard!ó 

Executive Secretary Nancy Peska has accepted the challenge of 

keeping the lists current, so please be sure to give her your 

address when you renew your dues. 

Callboard Staff 

 

Editor ........................................................... Mary Lou Britton 
Assistant Editor  ..........................................Georgina Spelvin 
 
This is the last printed copy of The Callboard; we are switching to 
an electronic version of the newsletter as of 12/31/11. Please be 

sure the CTAM office has your current e-mail address. 

This is the official newsletter of the Community Theatre Association 
of Michigan, issued and mailed six times a year to all group and 
individual members of record. An occasional e-mail information 
Update is sent to all members with e-mail addresses on record. 
Correspondence to the Callboard should be sent to the Editor at  
mellbee@earthlink.net.  

¶ Productions and dates should be sent to the  Editor. 

¶ Short informational articles are accepted and will be used on 

a space-available basis. 

¶ Show photos should be carefully selected and sent to the 

Editor, along with identifying caption.  

Updated e-mail and postal addresses are maintained by the Execu-
tive Secretary and should be sent to peska@cmsinter.net. 
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THEATER-LOVER WANTED 
We have had one cancellation in our group of hearty souls 

going to NY next summer (July 27-30, 2012), so if you want 

to still be part of the trip, contact Executive Secretary Nancy 

Peska at peska@cminster.net  

mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net
mailto:cfrick9898@charter.net
mailto:peska@cminster.net


I am greatly honored to be re - 

elected as president. Big thanks 

to the Board for their faith and 

trust in me once again. Please 

remember I am open to be con-

tacted about anything or any 

way CTAM can serve you or 

your group.  

The Fall Conference is now his-

tory and what a great conference 

is was. A standing ovation goes to Kelly Curtis and 

her crew for making this yearõs conference a big hit.  

Now we can look forward to the Spring Conference 

hosted by Players de Noc in Escanaba over the week-

end of May 4 -5-6, 2012. I am looking into chartering 

a bus that will leave from Lansing and head north, 

making stops along the way. Now doesnõt this sound 

like a fun trip? I will have more information about 

the bus trip in months to come but if you want to be 

on the list just drop me an email at 

vweiler@ioscoresa.net and I will put you on the list. 

If we can get enough people who are interested to 

make the trip a good value, then I can reserve the 

bus. So let me know if you are interested. 

I am looking to a very good year for CTAM.  With 

our new Strategic Plan we will be implementing 

some new ideas. Also remember we are always look-

ing to visit groups and if you would like to host a 

board meeting at your theatre, please contact me. 

Check out our website www.communitytheatre.org  

from time to time and find us on Facebook. Why 

not go one step further and encourage all your thea-

tre friends to do the same so you will get the latest 

information and always be up to date.  

The first big change coming is that this Callboard 

newsletter is moving to all-electronic distribution, 

starting the first of the year. Be sure that the CTAM 

office has your current e-mail address. The idea is 

that someone from each group will take on the re-

sponsibility to forward the Callboard to other mem-

bers each month. This will save CTAM considerable 

money (printing and postage!) and should help get 

our information out to more Michigan theatre -

lovers.  

I wish you and your group a great season. 

Vincent Weiler  

The Prez Sez... 

Vincent Weiler 
2010-11 CTAM president 

Winners announced for 2011 
CTAM Playwriting Contest  
The judges have read the plays and filled out the 

evaluation forms and the winners were announced at 

the Fall Conference. For those of you not able to be 

there this year, the results are as follows: 

¶ 1st Place ñ Thomas E. Klunzinger (All Of Us Ex-

press Childrenõs Theatre) with his play, A Sale In 

Boston.  

¶ 2nd Place ñ Michal Jacot (Tawas Bay Players) 

with his play, Letõs Play Crossroads. 

Remember CTAM member groups can produce these 

plays royalty free in the next year. You can contact 

me for a perusal copy of the script or contact the au-

thor. I will also have a synopsis of each of the win-

ners on the website soon. I would like to also con-

gratulate the other authors who submitted this year: 

Pearl Ahnen and Linda LaRocque from Ichabods Lit-

tle Theatre, Jeremy Steman from Port Huron Civic 

Theatre, who submitted two plays and Barbara Pills-

bury-Corie from Stage-M in Big Rapids. All of the 

plays were good and the choice was hard, as some of 

the points were very close. Remember to think about 

submitting a play for next year. The deadline is May 

15th and all the rules are on our website at 

www.communitytheatre.org .  

T he audience is the most re-

vered member of the thea-

ter. Without an audience there is 
no theater. Every technique 

learned by the actor, every curtain, 

every flat on the stage, every care-
ful analysis by the director, every 

coordinated scene, is for the enjoy-

ment of the audience. They are our 
guests, our evaluators, and the last 

spoke in the wheel which can then 

begin to roll. They make the per-

formance meaningful.  
 

Viola Spolin, theater legend and innovator who  

developed improvisation and theatre games to help 

directors tap into the internal reservoir of actors. 
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Whoõs doing what around Michigan in November and December! 

* indicates youth productions. Information for these listings is pulled from your membership sheets submitted with your dues 

renewal. If your information is incorrect or missing, please send the correct information to The Editor by December 15, 2011, to 

be corrected or included in the next issue.  This list is also available on the CTAM website. 

Rogers City Community Theatre Arsenic and Old Lace Oct 29-Nov 6, 2011 

All of Us Express Children's Theatre,    
East Lansing Dracula* Oct 28-Nov 5, 2011 

Ridgedale Players, Troy Return Engagements Oct 28-Nov 13, 2011 

Northland Players, Cheboygan 42nd Street Oct 29-Nov 5, 2011 

Ann Arbor Civic Cinderella: The Untold Story* Nov 3-6, 2011 

Peppermint Creek Theatre , Lansing God of Carnage Nov 3-12, 2011 

Twin City Players, St. Joseph The Rabbit Hole Nov 3-6, 2011 

Lion Heart Productions, Grant The Wizard of Oz Nov 3-12, 2011 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City Evita Nov 4-26, 2011 

Village Players, Birmingham One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest Nov 4-13, 2011 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak The Crucible Nov 4-20, 2011 

Flat River Community Players Til Death Do Us Part Nov 4-12, 2011 

Pontiac Theatre IV Jekyll & Hyde Nov 5-13, 2011 

Grosse Pointe Theatre The Trip to Bountiful Nov 6-19, 2011 

Spotlight Players, Plymouth I Hate Hamlet Nov 11-20, 2011 

Owosso Community Players The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Nov 11-20, 2011 

Players Guild of Dearborn The Wizard of Oz Nov 11-Dec 4, 2011 

Community Theatre of Howell White Christmas Nov 11-20, 2011 

Beckwith Theatre Company, Dowagiac Playing Doctor Nov 12-21, 2011 

Stage-M, Big Rapids A Christmas Carol Nov 17-20, 2011 

Muskegon Civic Theatre Doubt, A Parable Nov 17-Dec 4, 2011 

Master Arts Theatre, Grand Rapids Sound of Music Nov 17-Dec 10, 2011 

Twin City Players, St. Joseph A Christmas Carol Nov 18-Dec 11, 2011 

Ann Arbor Civic How I Learned to Drive Nov 18-20, 2011 

St. Dunstan's Guild, Birmingham The Aantasy Aardvark* Nov 18-20, 2011 

Grand Rapids Civic Theatre The Wizard of Oz Nov 18-Dec 18, 2011 

Hartland Players Norma and Wanda Nov 25-Dec 4, 2011 

Central Park Players, Grand Haven Suessical, The Musical Nov 25-Dec 3, 2011 

Cadillac Footliters The Best Christmas Pageant Ever* Nov 25-Dec 3, 2011 

Holland Civic Theatre The Rented Christmas Nov 25-Dec 10, 2011 

Farmington Players A Christmas Carol Dec 2-18, 2011 

Manistee Civic Players  A Christmas Carol Dec 2-11, 2011 

Lapeer Community Theatre A Dickens' Christmas Carol: A Traveling             
Travesty in Two Tumultuous Acts Dec 2-4, 2011 

Players de Noc, Escanaba Moonlight and Magnolias Dec 2-10, 2011 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City The 39 Steps Dec 2-17, 2011 

Pit & Balcony, Saginaw The Christmas Express* Dec 2-11, 2011 

Village Players, Birmingham A Little Princess* Dec 8-11, 2011 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak Cinderella* Dec 8-11, 2011 

Clio Cast and Crew Stocking Stuffers, Too? Dec 8-11, 2011 

Flint Community Players The 1940's Radio Hour Dec 8-18, 2011 



Hot shows this season in 
Michigan 
Shows for community theatre seem to run in cycles 

and groups in Michigan are part of the rush. Based 

on information provided by the groups, here are the 

hot shows for this 2011-2012 season: 

¶ A Christmas Carol ð Farmington, Manistee, 

Monroe, Stage-M in Grand Rapids and Twin 

City Players in St. Joseph/Benton Harbor. Lapeer 

is doing a variation: A Dickensõ Christmas Carol: 

A Traveling Travesty in Two Tumultuous Acts! 

Ridgedale Players is doing a youth theatre ver-

sion, Bah! Humbug! Scroogeõs Christmas Carol. 

¶ St. Dunstanõs in Birmingham, Tawas Bay Players 

and Twin City Players are all doing Escanaba in 

Love. 

¶ Hairspray is a big hit this year with Flint, Grosse 

Pointe and Muskegon all doing it. 

¶ A very funny Moonlight and Magnolias will be 

offered by Grosse Pointe, Players de Noc in Esca-

naba and Rosedale Community Players. 

¶ On Golden Pond is back again at Cadillac, Old 

Town Playhouse in Traverse City and Players 

Guild of Dearborn.  

¶ Proof is still doing well for Muskegon, Owosso 

and Players de Noc in Escanaba. 

¶ The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 

will be done by four groups: Bay City, Cadillac, 

Muskegon and Tawas Bay Players. 

¶ Another holiday classic, The Best Christmas Pag-

eant Ever, will be offered by Owosso, Bay City 

and Cadillac. 

¶ The Dining Room returns at Clio, Lapeer and 

Manistee. 

¶ Grand Rapids, Lion Heart Productions in Grant, 

and Players Guild of Dearborn are all doing The 

Wizard of Oz.  

¶ Howell, Gratiot County (Alma) and Manistee 

are celebrating with White Christmas. 

¶ Many shows will be done by two CTAM mem-

ber groups next year: Almost, Maine; Avenue Q; 

Bus Stop; Doubt, A Parable; Funny Thing Hap-

pened on the Way to the Forum; Jekyll & Hyde; 

Love, Sex and the IRS; Sweeney Todd; The Mu-

sic Man; The Producers; Thoroughly Modern 

Millie; Til Death Do Us Part; and Whose Wives 

Are They Anyway?  

And the winner isé.A Christmas Carol, being done 

by five groups, plus two variations! Next is The 25th 

Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, being offered 

by four groups. 

Itõs always interesting to see whatõs popular and 

what is good theatre, based on itõs being around and 

successful for other groups. If your Playreading Com-

mittee can use this information, then we have pro-

vided another CTAM service for your membership! 

 

Membership News 
By Betsy Willis 

CTAM is pleased to welcome 10 - yes 

count them, 10 - new Individual Mem-

bers since our last edition of the Call-

board.  

¶ Cindy Bender of Players de Noc in Escanaba,  

¶ Joy Butler from Bay City Players,  

¶ Doug Clark of Grosse Pointe Theatre,  

¶ Suzanne Cline from Gratiot County Players.  

¶ Sarah Houck from Lansing Civic Players,  

¶ Mychelle Hopkins of Old Town Playhouse in 

Traverse City,  

¶ Cindy Hutchinson from Northland Players in 

Cheboygan,  

¶ Sharon Langley of Tawas Bay Players,  

¶ Diana Luchon from Gratiot County Players, and 

¶ Eileen Marshall from Heart of the Hills/

Rochester.  

They have all chosen to receive their own issue of 

the Callboard, participate in the discounts, and sup-

port their statewide community theatre organization 

by becoming Individual Members. Thank you to 

each of you. On a side note: For the first time in my 

memory, more than half of the attendees at the Fall 

Conference were Individual Members. Let's keep the 

trend going!! 

Two new groups have also joined CTAM. The Box 

Factory Theatre Company is located in St. Joseph 

and the Peppermint Creek Theatre Company calls 

Lansing home. We welcome both of these organiza-

tions and hope they find great benefit from their 

membership in CTAM. 

Don't forget that Each One Reach One may be the 

perfect solution to your holiday shopping woes for 

theatre-minded friends. Just $35 buys them a year of 

benefits and fun with CTAM. Log on to our website 

to get an application today.  


